Minutes of LI VOTF Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, January 17, 2008 7:30 to 10pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge, New York

Present: Judy Grillo, Ed Hartmann, Ernie Herrington, Joan Hopkins, Joe Kern, Hal Knapp, Denis McKeown, Jean McQuaid, Phil Megna, Peggy O’Neill,  John Ryan

Excused: Ruth Hill

Meeting opened with prayer led by John.

Agenda: 

Review of November 15, 2007 Board Minutes. 
Legislation: Correction/clarification re Statute of Limitations / Window Legislation to reflect bill passed assembly October legislative session but was never brought to Senate floor.  Minutes approved as corrected and will be posted on website.
Installation of New Board Members:  Nominating Committee Chair, Judy Grillo, shared bios on new members, Denis McKeown and Harold Knapp. John Ryan and Joseph Kern, whose terms expired 2007, have chosen to remain in office thus extending their terms to 2010.  Secretary cast vote on behalf of general membership and all four were welcomed to the Board. It was decided to include a brief bio in the minutes on Denis McKeown and Harold Knapp for the purpose of allowing general membership to meet/get to know our new board members. 

Denis McKeown attended Our Lady of Angels grammar school in Brooklyn, Xaverian/St Michael’s High School in the Bronx, Fordham University in the Bronx, where he graduated with degrees in English and Theology. He is a member of St Mary’s Church in Manhasset; is a founding member of Voice of the Faithful of Long Island. Married with six children, Denis is a brand new Grandfather. Denis  has worked as a columnist, editor, reporter for the NY Daily News; editor  and public relations manager for IBM News in Harrison, NY;  produced Documentaries for both the Archdiocese of New York and NAACP- Contributions Campaign; a screenwriter , actor and producer of numerous off Broadway shows. Denis feels a commitment to VOTF and is looking forward to contributing to the Board.
Harold Knapp is a life long practicing Catholic, widowed after fifty three years of marriage. He attended Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute; served in the Army Air Corps as a First Lieutenant, completing thirty five missions as a navigator in the European theatre. Hal is a member of Notre Dame Parish in New Hyde Park where he serves as facilitator in the Bereavement Support Group; teaches in the Faith Formation Program; facilitates a bible study group; prepares meals for the Hempstead Inn. Harold also serves as Senior Respite Volunteer to primary caretakers and is a Senior Net Computer Instructor.  Harold has been a supportive, active member of LIVOTF and the North West Nassau Parish Voice Affiliate since its inception. He feels VOTF has restored his faith and welcomes the opportunity to serve on the board. 

Review of By-Laws: Copy of September 20, 2007 Amended By-Laws distributed to board.  Secretary Jean McQuaid reviewed duties/responsibilities/board protocol to ensure understanding/ clarify expectations of board members as we begin a new year. 
Merging of Membership/ Province Coordinator Committees: Judy and Jean discussed ongoing meetings since June 2007, that have included Ruth Hill and Joan Bedosky, for purpose of consolidating/ streamlining roles and responsibilities, developing strategies going forward. Our focus  is  to reach out to those in  general membership who are  not currently members of a Parish Voice, ascertain  their thoughts/ideas/needs/wants, share LIVOTF’s ongoing activities/initiatives/meetings/ideas/needs/wants and to recommend and implement activities that increase membership. 
Intent in bringing to the board at this point is for support in reaching out to LIVOTF Committee Chairs.   Phil suggested Membership/Province Coordinators Committee hold off further work until board review of the recommendations of the Strategic Planning Committee. This report is forthcoming and will be the primary item on the February Board Agenda.  
Sexual Abuse Statement for website: Phil distributed statement prepared by Judy which will be submitted to District Attorney Kathleen Rice for review, as the DA suggested, prior to posting on LIVOTF website. Judy will forward to District Attorney Rice immediately.

VOTO Meeting January 20, 2008: Phil discussed letter received from VOTO inviting members to a meeting in Sacred Heart Church in North Merrick on “Canonical and civil rights of priests accused of sexual abuse”.  Board decision was to attend this open meeting as individuals, not as LIVOTF Board/Representatives, with an open mind and heart and a positive attitude, to listen and ask questions, speak out when we think they are wrong. We passed this invitation on to our membership, as requested, not as an endorsement, rather, in our belief that doing so acknowledges and reinforces openness, accountability and transparency. 
February Regional Meeting: To be held in the Universalist Unitarian Church in Manhasset on February 14, 2008 from 1-3PM.  This is a pilot endeavor, in response to requests from members, to have meetings in the daytime to accommodate the increasing numbers of our members who hesitate to drive at night. Following this meeting, members will be polled re continuance of daytime meetings.

Approval of budget: Ernie Herrington distributed copies of proposed 2008 budget for board approval.  Prior to preparation, Finance Committee contacted all LIVOTF committees to ascertain their momentary needs for 2008. 
  
Ernie informed board that membership was notified following the fire at Our Lady of Miraculous Medal (OLMM), that new monies received by the LIVOTF Compassion Fund up to and including January 31, 2008 would be sent to Fr Bill Brisotti. Thus far $1000 has been sent. There is now over $1200 which will be sent to OLMM, with all additional monies received, in February 2008.
          Financial Committee budget totaled $56,900 for year 2008. (Statement attached)
Newsletter: Phil informed board that John Ryan, Don Zirkel and Ed White will work jointly to publish LIVOTF Newsletter. Next issue is expected on or around March, 2008.  

Legislation: Joe Kern requested assist from board and general membership to contact/lobby legislators throughout Nassau and Suffolk County in support of legislation to protect children. Joe will contact NY Coalition to Protect Children to discuss strategies in support of this goal.
Faith Convention: The date for the LIVOTF Annual Faith Convention has been changed from April 19 to September 13, 2008 and will be held at the Huntington Hilton in Huntington. The Convention will focus on the Laity with plans to include other lay Catholic organizations. More on the Faith Convention as plans unfold.

Election of LIVOTF 2008 Officers and Executive Committee Members:
Co-Chairs:              Peggy O’Neill and Phil Megna

Secretary:               Jean McQuaid

Treasurer:               Ernie Herrington

Members-At-Large: Joan Hopkins

                                 John Ryan

Joe Kern was elected Parliamentarian.

John Ryan, Acting Secretary Feb/March 2008

Meeting ended in prayer led by John

Dates to remember:

February 3, 2008   Vigil St Agnes Rockville Centre  10.00 am

February 7, 2008   Executive Meeting                       7:30 pm
February 14, 2008 Regional Meeting                        1-3 pm
February 21, 2008 Board of Directors Meeting         7:30 pm
Respectfully submitted,

Jean McQuaid, Secretary

January 20, 2008

