Long Island Voice of the Faithful

October 2006 Board of Directors Meeting

Date: October 19, 2006

Time: 7:40 PM to 9:15PM

Place: Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge, NY

Present: Dan Bartley, Peggy O'Neill, Ruth Hill, Penny Duggan, Ann Kerrigan, Joan Bedosky, Judy Grillo, Ernie Herrington, Kevin Connors, Philip Megna, Ed Hartmann, Mary Steele, John Ryan, Ken Selvestor, Joan Hopkins.

Excused: Jean McQuaid

Meeting opened with a prayerful reading by Peggy O'Neill.

I. Approval of Board Minutes
A motion was made and passed to approve the minutes of the September 21, 2006 board meetings.

II. Nominating Committee Report - Judy Grillo 

Judy suggested that the Nominating Committee should be a full time committee. Over the summer (which is not the best time because of vacations) the committee made calls and the 3 committee members interviewed all possible candidates. Eileen Brett was interviewed but decided not to run. Tom Lloyd and Ernie Herrington were interviewed. By recommendation of the Nominating Committee they were appointed to be Board members. Joan Bedosky will not consider another 3 year term commitment; however, she would consider completing Sr. Regina's last year. (It was noted that this is not in the by-laws.) Joan will remain as Membership Chair.

Judy suggested that the slate of officers for nomination be prepared by May/June as opposed to August 1, prime vacation time. Discussion followed re. time frame for gathering names of nominees and actual election. Judy recommended ending nominations in June. Kevin suggested lengthening period of time for acceptance of nominations. John R felt there is too long a time lapse between nominations cut-off and actual election. Judy suggested nominations be submitted in September with election in November. Phil informed Board of need to change LIVOTF by-laws to reflect change in policy. Judy will draft proposal for review by Board. Member noted need for updated by-laws to be posted on web-site. Judy thanked all the incumbents. The number of Board of Directors as of November 1, 2006 will be 12. 

III Province Coordinators
    Judy Grillo led a discussion on the role of Province Coordinators. Province Coordinators are serving 2 roles - coordinators and board members. The role of the Province Coordinator is very important to maintaining membership; however, Province Coordinators should not be on the Membership Committee. 

    Joan Bedosky will act as a liaison to the membership and Parish Voice Leaders. 

Formation of a Representative Council was brought up to the Board.  It could be composed of Parish Voice Coordinators. Province Coordinators could spend more time with Parish Voice Clusters and less with the board. It might be easier to get Province Coordinators if they did not have to serve on the board.

In addition to the above, Judy suggested that membership of Parish Voice (PV) Clusters be polled as to their wants and needs.  Regarding new initiatives, the means of implementing them must be part of the plan presented by initiators. 

It was suggested that PV Coordinators have a contact person from each parish within their Provinces for purpose of two-way communication between PV members and parishioners.  These contact persons would be identified on the web site. 

Issue: Need to contact 60 parishes (out of total 133) without PV Clusters and recruit volunteers to be identified on the web site as contacts for those parishes. The list of parishes would be divided by the Board and calls made to specifically ask for volunteers, explaining role, welcoming person to brunches and/ or local PV meetings.  Personal face to face contact is encouraged.

IV Abuse Education  

Jean suggested that PVs check how "The Charter for Protection Of Children" is being implemented in our parishes. She added that the DRVC policy on "Protecting God's Children" be printed in segments in the parish bulletin and be printed and available to parishioners.

 V Budget
Kevin requested budget costs a/s/a/p from each group requiring funding. The board must approve the budget in early January. It was noted that the prayer committee is a vibrant group. Their masses and evenings of prayer generate good donations.
The expenditure for the LIVOTF Christmas greeting letter will be $750.00. They will be mailed in early December. Ken and Kevin reported on the Electronic Fund transfer through Kilakwa. It is being worked on so that VOTF members can donate by charge card ensuring total security, where cards cannot be violated.

VI Regional Meeting
The Regional meeting will be held on November 15th in Manhasset. Tom Cahill will speak on Mysteries of the Middle Ages and will have a book signing. Random House is providing the publicity. John R. suggested that we have a survivor speak. Registration forms for LIVOTF should be made available. Dan will contact L.I. Catholic for publication of the Regional meeting.
VII Movie 

The movie Deliver us from Evil was discussed briefly. It was noted that several PV's have been calling theaters to see if/when it will be shown in our area.

VIII Treasurer
Ruth Hill, acting secretary, nominated Ernie Herrington for the position of Treasurer of  LIVOTF. The nomination was seconded and passed unanimously. Kevin noted that signing authorities be changed, effective immediately, to  incoming Treasure and  Co-Chairs. The motion was seconded and all voted in favor of the resolution.
IX Archives
Anne Kerrigan reported on the archives she and PV members compiled. There are 19 volumes with an index in volume 1. Anne asked for prior minutes, information on PV's, conventions, conferences and vigils to include in archives. It was suggested that archives be available at Regional Meetings. Anne's name as official Historian will be included on web-site.

The meeting adjourned with a prayer at 9:20pm.  

Respectfully submitted by Ruth M. Hill

