Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, October 23, 2008 7:30-11pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge, New York

Present:  Board Members: Ed Hartmann, Ernest Herrington, Joan Hopkins, Hal Knapp, Jean McQuaid, Phil Megna, John Ryan

Excused: Joe Kern

Guests: Joan Bedosky Membership/ Communication  

Dominic Natoli and Leo Cuomo Vigil Committee Co Chairs 
Colette and Walter Haller, Marie Natoli, Lisa Braglia   Vigil Committee Members
Judy Grillo and Ruth Hill Nominating/ Membership Committee

Tim Echausse SNAP Leader

Johanna DiGiovanni, Tim Walsh, LIVOTF Members
Meeting opened with prayer led by John and Ed. Reflection focused on our need to be constant in loving one another in our efforts to be one with another in working on reform in our church.

Agenda:

Agenda deferred to allow Vigil Committee to address the board to discuss concerns expressed by some membership that LIVOTF Vigils held at St. Agnes Cathedral monthly were becoming more demonstrations than prayerful gatherings.  Discussion ensued re. signs and hand outs brought by victims/survivors; signs and hand outs provided to vigilers by Vigil Com. Lisa and Leo discussed primary focus of vigils is to call attention to the sexual abuse of children, to inform parishioners of ongoing issues in the News re to the Church and the need for reform within our Church to prevent recurrence. It was further clarified that participants attend Mass if they choose, wear red in support of victims/survivors, pray together, and distribute hand outs to those accepting of same. Confrontation is discouraged.    Hand-outs distributed are intended to inform (as above); signs/placards may show actual photos of victims/survivors/ priest abuser (for ex), or state a message, i.e., The Pope said mistakes were made”.  Mistakes are locking your keys in the car. Sexual abuse is a felony”
Vigil Com further noted that the inclusion of signs has discouraged some members from attending monthly vigils. 

Members present expressed both positive and negative comments about signs, shared comments made to them by other members, i.e., signs make them uncomfortable due to the nature and content of the signs, signs are offensive, we are a people of faith and our spirituality will empower us, our goal is to inform and motivate not to agitate or demonstrate, signs are an effective method of conveying the message, sexual abuse of children in not a comfortable topic.
It was suggested that the Vigil Committee who has been coordinating these efforts for the past 5 &1/2 years have both the authority to collaborate with SNAP and involved victims/survivors and the responsibility to ensure that any information provided and/or signs displayed at these LIVOTF sponsored Vigils, are in accordance with expectations of LIVOTF, in their overall presentation of words, tone   and information provided.  Phil discussed need to find common ground, for all to  understand and respect each other so that we are in accord with our Mission Statement, to provide a prayerful voice attentive to the Spirit through which all the faithful can actively participate.
Membership Communication Report:
Joan Bedosky informed Board that following discussion with Anne Gribbins, Goal II Working Group member, decision was made to delay implementation on review of mandatory celibacy issue until January 2009. Joan B.will notify Parish Voices as appropriate.
Nominating Committee Report:

Judy Grillo and Ruth Hill informed Board that since there were four candidates running in the October 2008 election to fill four vacancies, an election was not required. The Nominating Committee recommended the candidates at the October 23, 2008 Board of Directors Meeting. As per by-laws, the secretary nominated all four candidates, namely Kathleen Hartmann, Joan Hopkins, Phil Megna and John Mulvey.  The Board was unanimous in its vote in support of all candidates to serve December 2008 through October 2011. New Board members will be invited to attend the November board meeting.  Election of officers for the 2009-2010 year will be held at the January board meeting. The Nominating Committee expressed thanks to the incumbents, Ed Hartmann and Jean McQuaid who served willingly and aptly for three years. 
Treasurer’s Report:

Ernie provided copies of LIVOTF Profit and Loss Statement for period September 1 through October 20, 2008 and Summary Balance Sheet as of October 9, 2008.


Good Samaritan Award: 

Joan H. suggested we act on suggestion made by Denis McKeown to acknowledge Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset for the generosity and good will they have demonstrated in accommodating LIVOTF Regional Meetings for the past four years. Jean will follow up as discussed.

Regional Meetings:

November Regional Meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 12, 2008 instead of Thursday, at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock in Manhasset, to accommodate the needs of our guest speaker, Sr. Josephine Daspro csj, D.Min. Sr. Josephine will preside over an evening of spirituality, Spirituality of Empowerment.
Discussion ensued re. restoring the practice of having a victim/ survivor and /or related issue at each Regional Meeting.  It was the general consensus that Joan H. would consult with SNAP Leadership re. proposal.
Financial Initiative:

Discussed plan for implementation of local initiative dealing with parish financial statements. Ernie discussed prototype developed by LIVOTF Financial Committee which explains the information a parish financial statement should include. It is our belief that we have responsibility as Catholics to know the money we contribute is being used for the purpose for which it was intended. Phil and Ernie to review prototype developed for discussion at next board meeting.

New Business:

Phil discussed LIVOTF Faith Convention VI will be held on October 31, 2009. Principal speaker will be Sr. Joan Chittister. Several board members to research various proposed venues. 
Phil discussed board intervention re. earlier proposal to identify a liaison in every parish within the diocese. Discussion to be continued at next meeting, secondary to time constraints. 

Meeting ended with prayer. 

Respectfully submitted,

Jean McQuaid Secretary October 25, 2008

Dates to Remember: 

November 2, 2008       Vigil St Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre

November 6, 2008       Executive Meeting
November 12 2008      Regional Meeting     Wednesday

November 20, 2008     Board of Directors Meeting
