Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, November 20, 2008, 7:30 - 10pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge, New York

Present:    Board Members - Hal Knapp, Ernie Herrington, Joe Kern, Ed Hartmann, Joan Hopkins, Phil Megna, John Ryan

Excused:   Jean McQuaid

Guests:     New Board Members - Kathleen Hartmann & John Mulvey. 

        LIVOTF Member - Tom Myles.
Opening Prayer:
The meeting opened with a prayer led by Ed Hartmann which focused on the gospel reading for Sunday, Nov.23 rd., Celebration of Christ the King.  Ed read a true story based on the message "Whatever you did for one of these least brothers or sisters, you did for me."

Agenda:

Agenda deferred to recognize guest Tom Myles:

Tom addressed the board on a letter he has written to be sent to the priests of the DRVC.  In this letter the priests of the diocese are challenged/invited to come forward either in a forum in February 2009, which is the sixth anniversary since the sexual abuse of minors has been reported, or to present in writing, what they know of any priest or employee of the Diocese for whom there has been an allegation of sexual abuse.  If they know of any priest who because of an allegation of sexual abuse was transferred from one parish to another, or who was offered counseling, or urged to retire, now is the time to come forward.  If they have served in a parish where an alleged abuser served, they should advise the community.  If they know of any statement made by the Diocese or a parish that was not entirely truthful about a credibly alleged abuser, they should correct the record.  Tom asks in his letter addressed to the priests,: If you are interested in helping the anonymous victims, you cannot remain silent about what you know of alleged abusers.  He explains that their silence continues the abuse of past victims; their silence does not help the abuser; it gives the abuser opportunities for more victims.

A discussion ensued with the Board of Directors.  The board agrees that this is something that LIVOTF wants to move forward with and bring to the national level as well.  Some board members felt that the letter needed some alterations and formed an ad-hoc committee to work on the rewording of the letter to be brought to Tom Myles and then to the Board of Directors for further discussion and approval.  The ad-hoc committee:  Joan Hopkins, John Mulvey, Joe Kern & Hal Knapp.

Board Meeting Minutes of October 23, 2008: 
Joe Kern made the motion for approval, second by John Mulvey, approved by the Board.
December Regional Meeting:

Board discussed having a social in place of a regional for December 11, 2008.  Joe Kern to speak with Sr. Josephine Daspro in reference to possibly having the social at St. Joseph's Renewal Center in Brentwood.  Members would be asked to RSVP either by email or telephone in order to have a count for finger foods, etc.  Those in attendance would be asked to make a donation to either their parish outreach or St Vincent De Paul in the name of LIVOTF, in either gift cards purchased at local supermarkets for food or a check made out to their parish outreach, etc.  They would be asked to bring the proof with them as their entrance ticket to the regional.  Joan Hopkins agreed to be the RSVP person.  Information for membership will be forwarded to Joan Bedosky ASAP.

Vigils at St. Agnes Cathedral: 
Two members, Ann Gribbins, Johanna DiGiovanni, forwarded letters of concern to the board concerning the Vigils at St. Agnes Cathedral.  Again, concerning the signs & how they make them feel uncomfortable; vigils becoming more demonstrations rather than prayerful gatherings.  Again, the board agreed that the Vigil Committee have both the authority to collaborate with SNAP and involved victim/survivors and the responsibility to ensure that any information provided and/or signs displayed at these LIVOTF sponsored Vigils, are in accordance with the expectations of LIVOTF, in their overall presentation of words, tone and information provided.  Phil agreed to get back to both members in reference to their concerns on this subject.

Victim/survivor or representative in attendance at Board meetings:  
Joan Hopkins discussed a conversation that she had with Tim Echausse concerning his participation as a liaison between LIVOTF and the victim/survivor community.  Tim thought that it would be a conflict of interest for him to take on this position on a permanent basis.  He agreed that he would be interested in working with LIVOTF in reference to the victim/survivors community.  He explained that there are not many victim/survivors that have come forward as of late and the ones who did become public have left the Long Island area.  

A discussion on whether having a victim/survivor piece would be included at each & every monthly regional meeting.  The consensus of the board was that it wasn't necessary at every regional but as things came to the forefront concerning victim/survivors, they would then be brought to the attention of the membership at the regional.  Tim Echausse indicated that he would make himself available for those kinds of things, in his phone conversation with Joan Hopkins.

Financial Report:  
Ernie provided copies of LIVOTF Profit and Loss Statement for period as of November 1, 2008 through November 19, 2008 and Summary Balance Sheet as of November 19, 2008.

A follow up was agreed upon concerning Dick Grafer's financial report on the DRVC.  The Financial Committee will work on getting something together to be presented to the Board of Directors.

Parish Use Only Contributions: 

The BOD's received an email from Catherine Mc Keen concerning the issue of Parish Use Only Contributions.  In her email, she indicated that while attending a Parish Counsel Meeting in her parish, she learned that the DRVC pastors will now have to return all such contributions to the parishioners who designate their doantains that way.  Phil agreed to follow up on the Parish Use Only Contributions.  LIVOTF would like to research whether all pastors have been contacted or just some.  To be discussed at upcoming BOD's meeting.

Meeting ended with prayer.
Respectfully submitted by,

Joan Hopkins, Co-chair November 21, 2008.

Dates to Remember:

December  4, 2008 
Executive Meeting

December  7, 2008
Vigil St. Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre

December10, 2008  Board of Directors Meeting
December17, 2008  Regional Meeting

