Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting

Wednesday, December 10, 2008   7:30 - 10 pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge, New York

Present: Kathleen Hartmann, Ernie Herrington, Joan Hopkins, Phil Megna, Jean McQuaid, John Mulvey

Excused: Joseph Kern, Harold Knapp, John Ryan

Meeting opened with prayer composed by John Ryan.

Agenda:

Minutes of November 20, 2008: 
Board of Directors approved minutes for website posting, following revision of dates of Regional Meeting from December 11 to December 17 and Board of Directors Meeting from December 18 to December 10, 2008, to accommodate scheduling conflicts. 

Financial Report:

Ernie provided copies of Income and Expense Statement for December 1 through December 10, 2008 and Balance Sheet as of December 10, 2008.

Election of 2009 Officers of the Board of Directors:

Elected by unanimous vote

Co-Chairs    Joan Hopkins and John Ryan

Secretary     John Mulvey

Treasurer     Harold Knapp

Support System Implementation:

Discussed addition of support staff for daily organization operations in event of inability of primary persons to perform necessary functions. 

Judy Grillo will assume responsibility for back up of Joan Bedosky in email correspondence with membership. 

Kathleen Hartmann will assume responsibility for back up of Harold Knapp as retriever of Postal mail, and Joan Hopkins in Email Release to membership.

Charge to Ad Hoc Committee:

The Ad Hoc Committee appointed at the November 20th Board of Director’s (BOD) Meeting has scheduled a meeting for Friday, December 12, 2008. Joan H clarified goal of this committee is to write a letter, using the template prepared by Tom Myles and shared with BOD in November. This letter will be sent to every priest in the Diocese of Rockville Centre.

Regional Meeting December 17, 2008:

An Advent Social Gathering will be held at St Joseph Renewal Center in Brentwood. Members have been asked to RSVP via email and to consider a donation to the LIVOTF Compassion Fund either by direct donation at meeting or by donating on line.

Victim /Survivor Presence at Regional Meetings:

Joan H. discussed plan to resume LIVOTF past practice of having a speaker/ representative of victims/ survivors at each Regional Meeting. Joan is in process of contacting appropriate person(s) to implement same.

LIVOTF Membership:

Long Island VOTF membership list was provided and discussion ensued re use of same to identify specific parish contact persons throughout the Diocese of Rockville Centre. Plan to be implemented at January 2009 Board meeting.

VOTF Strategic Plan:

Board members will study Strategic Plan for discussion at January Board meeting. 

Finance Initiative:

Joan H. discussed plans in process with Finance Committee re a presentation to membership at February Regional Meeting to educate and inform all Catholics of their responsibility to ensure parish financial transparency and accountability in financial reports provided to parishioners.

January Regional Meeting January 28, 2008:

Sr. Josephine Daspro, csj, will continue her presentation on Spirituality, which she began at the November Regional, with a presentation on Forgiveness, in January.

New Business:

John Mulvey referenced article in Chicago Tribune on November 24, 2008 re Federal Appeals Court lets Louisville sex-abuse case against Vatican continue. Lawsuit centers on a 1962 directive from the Vatican telling church officials to keep under wraps sex- abuse complaints against clergy. The document became public in 2003. Louisville 

Attorney William McMurry is seeking class action status, saying there are thousands of victims nationally in the scandal that haunts the church. McMurry, who represents three men who brought the suit against the Archdiocese of Louisville, claims that the document makes the Vatican liable for the acts of clergy whose crimes were kept secret because of the directive. The Federal Appeals Court ruled that the lawsuit can continue because top church officials should have warned the public or authorities. 

Venue for October 31, 2009 Faith Conference VI:

Alternate site for conference suggested. Phil to discuss with Pat Paone, Conference Co-Chair and follow up as appropriate.

Meeting ended with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean McQuaid, Secretary December 15, 2008

Dates to Remember:

January  4,  2009  Vigil St Agnes Rockville Centre

January  8,  2009  Executive Committee Meeting

January 22, 2009  Board of Directors Meeting

January 28, 2009  Regional Meeting

