Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, February 21, 2008

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge New York

Present: Ed Hartmann, Ernie Herrington, Joan Hopkins, Joe Kern, Hal Knapp, Denis McKeown, Phil Megna, Peggy O’Neill, John Ryan
Excused: Jean McQuaid

Opening Prayer led by John Ryan
Minutes of January Board Meeting not available for approval.

Agenda:

National Election Update: Phil Megna
*   Two serious issues were voiced and discussed. The first was, again, the dissatisfaction that voting in the National Election is limited to email.  We agreed that should be changed to include snail mail as well.

    *   The second was the degree of contentiousness and electioneering that developed in the run-up to the elections.  Civility seemed to suffer.  The intrusion of Fr. Tom  Doyle into the process bothered many as well.  It was agreed that behind it all appears to be the struggle of VOTF to define itself and its purpose(s) now after five years. It was also noted that organizations tend to break apart if central purposes do not unite the people who are part of them.

    *   In that regard Joe Kern and Phil both repeated the need for basing LIVOTF in spirituality appropriate for it (and for lay people in general).  As Joe put it, a spirituality which taught people to pray “outside the church.” This was part of a wide-ranging discussion. It was noted that the new strategic plan is nearing completion.

Responsibilities of Committee Chairs:  Peggy O’Neill

Using Pat Paone as an example, Peggy pointed out that Chairs of functional committees, working in consultation with the Board, are essentially autonomous when carrying out their day-to-day work. 
(By-laws state:  All committees shall serve at the pleasure of the Board. Membership on any committee is at the discretion of the Board.  In addition, the Co-Chairs or their appointed

representatives are ex-officio members of every Committee.)

Fall Faith Conference: Phil

The basic structure is set.  Its theme will be “Renewal / Future of the Laity in the Church.”  Leonard Swidler will be the keynote speaker, to be followed by a panel discussion featuring not only LIVOTF people but also representatives from lay groups in the Church beyond our own.  Future Church, Call to Action, and the Catholic League have been invited so far. There will be small group discussions by the attendees as well, with input into the larger conversation.  Paul Tonna will moderate the event.

Awards Committee:
Joan Hopkins will chair the Awards Committee. The focus of this committee will be to select candidate (s) who are essential to the organization   and who operate out of the spotlight.
Albany and the Statute of Limitations: Joe Kern
Efforts continue, led by Bob Kristan in NYC and Joe Kern and Peggy O’Neill on L.I. The push now is to make children the focus of the issue (not the bad acting of the Church leaders), and to gather signatures far and wide of persons and groups that believe the statute of limitations needs to be lifted.
Regional Meeting:
 To be held in Manhasset , Thurs. Mar. 13, 7:30pm. Jason Berry will be the featured speaker, discussing the implications of his book, "Vows of Silence: The Abuse of Power in the Papacy of John Paul II”. The new documentary film of the same title will be shown at the meeting.

March Board Meeting:
The March Board Meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 12, 2008 instead of the usual 3rd. Thursday of the month as Holy Thursday is March 20, 2008.
Respectfully submitted by John Ryan (for Jean McQuaid) on March 7, 2008
Dates to Remember:
March 12, 2008   Board Meeting, Wednesday
March 13, 2008   Regional Meeting - Speaker is Jason Berry 
