Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, March 15, 2007-7:30 to 9:40 PM, Knights of Columbus Hall, Hauppauge
Present: Ed Hartman, Ernie Herrington, Ruth Hill, Joan Hopkins, Joe Kern, Tom Lloyd, Phil Megna and Peggy O’Neill.
Excused: Judy Grillo, Jean McQuaid, John Ryan, Ken Selvester
Meeting opened with a Lenten prayer by Peggy O’Neill.
AGENDA
Approval of the January minutes deferred until all Board Members had an opportunity to read them.
Discussion of resolution on celibacy coming from National Representative Council of VOTF
Tom Lloyd condensed the 16 page report and reported on the following pros and cons from VOTF members;
Pro -
 Many priests and bishops plus 30 to 40 % of lay Catholics support optional celibacy
Shortage of priests.
Quality of candidates for priesthood questioned
Many VOTF members and other Catholics are in favor of married priests.
May cut down on child abuse.
Cardinal Humes said celibacy is not dogma and can be changed.
Con – 
Pope Benedict is against it. 
Church is bringing in foreign priests - celibacy is a 900 year old tradition.
 Most Bishops stand with Rome on the issue.
 Concern about married priests not being able to devote their life to the church.
Might dramatically change what VOTF is all about. Mary Pat Fox and Jim Post are 
not enthusiastic with initiative.
Cardinal Humes was forced to retract his statement. Many Catholics see it as dogma and are against changing it.
Tom distributed a draft of the resolution. Peggy explained that the proposal is not asking for optional celibacy but rather a dialogue on the subject.
Board members discussed their feelings pro and con and Ernie asked for a motion to vote on the proposal. The motion carried by a 6 yes to 2 no vote. Tom will send a complete motion to the National Board..
A discussion was held on the notification of our members. The web site was one option but non e-mail members would be excluded. Place a notice in the newsletter - another option. No decision was reached.
Discussion of a Resolution on Survivor Support was led by Peggy O’Neill
Peggy stated that there is a contradiction in the wording in the resolution that states "to release the name and whereabouts of any priest credibly accused. The term credibly accused is a stumbling block that needs to be defined. Phil said it should read anyone convicted in a civil or ecclesiastical court. Since many people are working to correct the phrase "credibly accused", Joe moved that we support this resolution in principle with the caveat that there be further interpretation of the term "credibly." The motion was carried unanimously.
Discussion on Resolution on Financial Accountability led by Phil Megna
VOTF National Council Financial Resolutions were handed out. They stated our region should stress financial accountability (which we have) and come up with a recommended model for dioceses and parishes. A response which was written by Ernie, KevinConnors, John Mulvey, Dan Bartley and Phil was sent on March 13th recommending a shorter, simpler resolution.
Update on Legislative Agenda led by Joe Kern

Joe handed out a memorandum in support for statutes of limitations (see attached). He feels that the Markey Bill should be no problem in the Assembly. The Senate is dragging its feet because of work on the budget. Legislation issues have consequently been put aside. Senator Saland should present the same bill as last year.
Letters need to be sent to Senate members. They respond to pressure. May 15th will be Annual Lobby Day in Albany. It will be brought up at the Convention on April 14th. Joe feels optimistic about that day. If the bill is passed, it must go before the Governor. Our legislative committee will meet the governor and his committee. This is the last step in passing legislation.
Joe stated we will have to meet with the opposition and cut a deal. We will need to sit down with insurance companies and lobbyists. As LIVOTF is a 501C3 corporation and 100% volunteer it is not subject to lobbying regulations. Ernie said that legislation is a Peace and Justice issue so the Peace and Justice Committee can present the bill to the churches.
Update on LIVOTF Conference on April 14th led by Phil Megna

More than $5,000.00 has been collected as of March 15th. That included 85 angel tickets. In a few weeks donations by credit card will be available through a secure Internet link. Phil asked Board members to be at the hotel by 8:00 AM on the 14th. Since a professional is too costly, we need to recruit someone to tape the convention.
Discussion on the Role of Board Members

Board members must have a more active role to share the workload of the co-chairs. We need a link to the committees that should be expanded. Joan Hopkins volunteered to be the link.
Misc. Discussions

Joe Kern suggested that in Regional Meetings there should be a series on Vatican II. Lauren Hanley has been contacted.
Ernie read letters from members - most of them complimenting VOTF.
Peg read a letter from Father Andy Connelly about the edict keeping Eucharistic Ministers from purifying sacred vessels.
The meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer at 9:40 PM.
Respectfully submitted by Ruth M Hill, Acting Recording Secretary March 19, 2007
 

