Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting

        Thursday June 21, 2007   7:30 - 9:30 pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge, New York

Present: Ernie Herrington, Ruth Hill, Joan Hopkins, Jean McQuaid, Phil Megna, Peggy O’Neill, John Ryan, Ken Selvester

Absent: Tom Lloyd

Excused: Judy Grillo, Ed Hartmann, Joe Kern

Guest: Kevin Connors

Meeting opened with prayer led by Phil Megna

Agenda

1)    Review of May 17, 2007 Board Minutes:

 Minutes approved for posting to web site

 2) Meeting with Kathleen Rice, Nassau County District Attorney: 

-Peggy O’Neill and Phil Megna reported that meeting held Tuesday, June 18, 2007 included representatives from various law enforcement agencies, namely: Special Victims Unit, Chief Investigator, Head of Litigation.
-DA Rice informed those present that her office places a high priority on crimes against the vulnerable, i.e. children, elderly. She stated that her goal is to open dialogue with LI-VOTF and maintain open lines of communication. 
-DA Rice strongly encouraged representatives to draft a procedure for LI-VOTF web site posting, informing contacts ‘how to report claims of abuse’, reinforcing the fact that  sexual abuse is a crime and should be reported  to law enforcement officials and not the local church. She advised representatives to prepare guidelines and submit a draft to her office for review prior to web site posting.
-DA Rice expressed interest in obtaining more information re Saland bill, S4614, extending the Statute of Limitations. Peggy in contact with Bob Kristan who will forward copy of bill, information regarding pending legislation, and information on LIVOTF Legislation Coalition.
-DA Rice informed representatives that her office would speak with any victim/survivor of sexual abuse who calls her office, regardless of the fact that the Statute of Limitations has expired. 
-DA Rice was most receptive to the suggestion of being a guest speaker at an LIVOTF Regional Meeting.
3) Independent Audit/ Special Newsletter:

Kevin Connors informed members that the report done by the four independent auditors was sent to the diocese on May 23, 2007 and to date there has been no response. 
Continuing forward, the Finance Committee has arranged for a special edition of the Long Island Catholic Voice which will include background information about the report, specifics on what LIVOTF hopes to achieve with publication of this report, as well as a copy of the actual report that was done by the four independent auditors. This Newsletter will be sent to every priest and deacon in the diocese, to every member of LI-VOTF and posted to LI-VOTF web site.

4) Update on Response to the Bishop:

Letter to Bishop Murphy, drafted by Phil Megna and Peggy O’Neill, was approved by Board. This letter is in direct response to the Bishop’s statements, as reported in Newsday June 3, 2007, in which Bishop Murphy commented, “ I wish that I had spent more time listening to some  of my people, including LI-VOTF, back in 2003”.  In this letter, LIVOTF requests meeting with Bishop Murphy; that Bishop Murphy attend this meeting, as well as whomever else the Bishop appoints. It is our hope that this will be a first step toward a working relationship with the Bishop and the Diocese of Rockville Centre. 

5) Board Response to email contact from membership:

Jean McQuaid discussed contact initiated by Priest Support Committee Chair, Ann Gribbins, requesting Board’s input on the ongoing work of this committee and timely response to her email queries.
Board in support of proposal to create closer connections with our priests, not in mailing of greeting cards but in dialogue on issues in the news, current developments in the Church, LI-VOTF initiatives, Parish happenings, Priest’s ideas, needs, wants; Parishioner’s ideas, needs, wants.

Email, an important method of communication, continues to involve a huge chunk of Board member commitment. Board’s system for response to email contact by membership will be further discussed at next meeting.
6) Proposal from active member:     
Jean presented suggestion from member re a proposed financial initiative. There was general consensus that LIVOTF should continue forward with current financial initiatives that have been developed and are currently at last stage of implementation. 

7) Miscellaneous:

Peggy suggested board members contact interested members regarding forth-coming LIVOTF elections to the Board.

There will be no July Regional Meeting.

The Prayer Team is coordinating an August Prayer Service/Mass and picnic at Our Lady of the Island Shrine in Manorville.

Dates to remember:

July 1, 2007- Sunday Vigil at St Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre

July 5, 2007 Executive Meeting

July 19, 2007 Board Meeting (Open)

Respectfully Submitted, Jean McQuaid, Secretary, June 26, 2007

