Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, July 19, 2007-7:30 -10:30pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge NY

Present: Ed Hartmann, Ruth Hill, Joan Hopkins, Joe Kern, Phil Megna, Jean McQuaid, Peggy O’Neill

Excused: Judy Grillo, Ernie Herrington, John Ryan

Guest: Tim Eshausse, President of SNAP-LI, Survivor Network of those Abused by Priests

Meeting opened with prayer and reflection led by Ed and Jean.

Guest Presenter- Tim Essausse:
     -Agenda deferred to allow guest Tim Eshausse to address the Board in the absence of Lisa Braglia who had requested time on the agenda to discuss follow up re LI-VOTF meeting with District Attorney Kathleen Rice. 

-Peggy O’Neill informed all that Pat Paone (VOTF-Regional Meetings/Conference Planning Committee Chair) has sent a letter to DA Rice inviting her to the September Regional Meeting. 

-Peggy and Phil Megna reported that the LIVOTF meeting held with the District Attorney on Monday, June 18, 2007 included representatives from various law enforcement agencies, namely, Special Victims Unit, Chief Investigator, Head of Litigation. 

-DA Rice informed those present that her office places a high priority on crimes against the vulnerable, i.e., children, elderly, family members.

-She stated that her goal was to open dialogue with LIVOTF and maintain open lines of communication. 

-DA Rice strongly encouraged representatives to draft a procedure for LIVOTF web site posting, informing contacts ‘how to report claims of abuse’, reinforcing the fact that sexual abuse is a crime and should be reported to law enforcement officials and not to the local church. 

-She advised representatives to prepare guidelines and submit a draft to her office for review prior to web site posting. 

-Tim reiterated Lisa’s suggestion that LIVOTF invite DA Rice to speak at the September Regional Meeting before LIVOTF drafts any procedure for web site.   

-He felt it important that meeting include law enforcement reps that attended the meeting with LIVOTF.

- He suggested that format allows those present to ask questions: i.e., has the DA’s office received a background check from any church as a direct result of parishes following procedures outlined in the Bishops Charter for Protection of Children?
-He further suggested that LIVOTF develop the protocol/ guidelines (that DA Rice recommends) for web site posting after said meeting so that LIVOTF has a better understanding of what to include. 

-He stated that many Parishes in the Diocese of Rockville Centre advise victims/family/ parishioners, via Sunday bulletin, to call the diocese hot line if they want to report abuse. Tim said callers should be directed to call the police.

-He strongly encouraged LIVOTF leadership to continue efforts re Statute of Limitations (SOL) Bill with Legislators when House and Senate reconvene in September. 
-He suggests members ascertain which members of Congress are SNAP and /or LIVOTF members. Once determined, members are encouraged to contact legislator in their local district by calling, writing a letter and scheduling a meeting to discuss the SOL Bill before Congress.
Agenda

1) LIVOTF requested to develop a list of pro-bono therapists: 

-Joe Kern discussed desire to solicit names of Psychotherapists who would be willing to offer their services to victims of abuse.
-Tim stated that SNAP has a cadre of pro-bono therapists on hand who are willing to provide service if asked.   In his experience victims usually continue therapy with assigned therapist until they are notified by diocese that they have reached their maximum coverage allowed, usually $2500. Victims are usually reluctant to begin anew with another therapist, at that time; however, many do avail themselves of the service at another point in time. 
-Tim also stated the need is for female therapists and therapists who are willing to work with parents. Tim reports on-going contact with many parents who carry relentless feeling of guilt and would benefit greatly from therapy. 

-Ed Hartmann and Ruth Hill are in communication with female therapists who have expressed interest in assisting victims. They will contact these therapists and follow up with Tim.
-Joe discussed need for LIVOTF to include information of availability of pro-bono therapists on LIVOTF web site and in LI Catholic Voice Newsletter, referring contacts to SNAP directly. 
-Board members and Tim in agreement with this suggestion.  It was mutually agreeable that Tim will contact John Ryan, Board member and Victim-Survivor Support Committee Chair to discuss implementation of this initiative with the assistance of Joe Kern. 

2) Approval of June 21, 2007 Board of Directors Minutes: 

Minutes changed to reflect decisions made at June 21, 2007 Board Meeting re Priest Support. Minutes are posted to web site for review. 

3) Education Initiative:

     -Co-Chairs discussed second meeting at which was discussed program options that offer the optimal educational experience for members. 
     -Peggy suggested next Board Meeting be an extended meeting of all past leaders/ current leaders/ Parish Voice leaders/ Committee Leaders to determine specific ‘wants and needs’ of all LIVOTF membership prior to defining program content/ongoing direction. Tentative date will be August 23, 2007.
    -Phil to contact Facilitator; Peggy to confirm hall rental prior to contacting invited membership; Members prepared a list of potential attendees.

4) Province Coordinators Report: 

    -Jean McQuaid discussed decision of Province Coordinators to become part of the Membership Committee, rather than as direct Board members, so that they may concentrate energy on establishing and strengthening relationships with members who are not active in Parish Voices and to work toward increasing membership.  
    -Discussion ensued and agenda item was tabled without resolution due to time constraints and need for additional discussion and decisions.

5) Restructuring of St. Joseph’s Parish Voice:

    -Ruth Hill informed members that this Parish Voice is meeting on “a need to meet basis”, secondary to changes in leadership. 
    -Steering Committee will assume responsibility for keeping members informed, scheduling meetings and socials to ensure members’ ongoing knowledge of and participation in VOTF events.

Meeting adjourned with prayer at 10:30 PM.

Dates to remember:

August 2, 2007          Executive Meeting

August 5, 2007          Vigil at St Agnes, Rockville Centre

August 16, 2007        Board of Directors Meeting

October 19-20, 2007 National VOTF Convention in Providence, Rhode Island

Respectfully submitted,

Jean McQuaid, Secretary

July 23, 2007

