Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, September 18, 2008 7:30 – 10pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge New York

Present: Ed Hartmann, Joan Hopkins, Joe Kern, Hal Knapp, Jean McQuaid,

Phil Megna, John Ryan

Excused: Ernie Herrington

Guest: Joan Bedosky, Membership Communication Liaison

Meeting opened with reading, reflection and prayer led by Ed and John.

Agenda:

Agenda deferred to allow Joan Bedosky to address the board. 

Joan B. requested input from the Board re. dissemination of specific VOTF National information to LI membership. Standard procedure for informing LIVOTF general membership of National VOTF happenings is through Membership Communication liaison. This system was developed to alleviate confusion among the various VOTF affiliates, i.e., National information is sent to liaison who forwards only the information that pertains to Long Island Parish Voices to Long Island Parish Voice leadership. 

National VOTF is preparing to roll out an initiative which entails a costly mailing to all affiliates. Joan B. suggests that the Board of Directors review  its present system and consider other options, one being to bypass the system in place for dissemination of the upcoming National mailing, as a one time only effort, and ask National to send a packet of materials directly to all LI Parish Voice leadership. Discussion then ensued re. making this change permanent. It was the general consensus to continue with the present system in which the Membership Communication liaison receives and disseminates all pertinent information to Parish Voice leadership. Rationale for this decision being Joan B. has established a rapport with LIVOTF membership and LIVOTF membership has a local, immediate, easily recognizable and accessible contact person with whom to communicate on a regular basis, i.e., at Regional meetings, Parish Voice meetings, etc.. Joan B. will request that National mail data re. upcoming initiative directly to individual Parish Voice leaders.

Approval of Minutes:

Minutes of August 21, 2008 Board of Directors Meeting were approved for website posting.

Treasurer’s Report: 

Ernie forwarded copies of both LIVOTF Profit and Loss Statement and Summary Balance Sheet for current time period.

Newsletter:

Members extended accolades to John Ryan, Editor, following the publication of LIVOTF latest Newsletter.  Extra copies were requested at the Annual LIVOTF Conference on September 13, by several in attendance, wishing to forward Newsletter to out-of-state friends and family. 

Faith Convention V at the Huntington Hilton:

Members shared comments in evaluation of the conference held Saturday, September 13, 2008. The written evaluation by attendees, which should have been on the tables on Saturday, was inadvertently omitted.  Discussed plan to obtain evaluations from attendees so that information gleaned can be shared with committee for use in planning the conference for October 31, 2009. Jean to follow up and mail evaluations to attendees. 

Comments/suggestions of attendees shared with members included the following: 

* That awards not be given during lunch so that appropriate recognition can be made to recipients

*That index cards be used for Q&A

*That Q&A be restricted to Q&A, not used for making statements

*That committee limits formal presentation to one speaker so that there is more time for conference participants to interact

*That lunch is reserved for eating and conversation.

Faith Convention VI:

Faith Convention VI will be held on Saturday, October 31, 2009. Principal speaker will be Sr. Joan Chittister. Phil informed members that National VOTF will co-sponsor the conference. Joe Kern will research alternate sites for the specific purpose of allowing LIVOTF to reduce cost of next conference.

October 16, 2008 Regional Meeting:  Sexual Abuse Victim/Survivor Support:

Joe Kern and John Ryan will facilitate the October Regional meeting at Unitarian Universalist Congregation in Manhasset, on Thursday, October 16, 2008. In support of LIVOTF goal, to support victims and survivors of sexual abuse, this Regional Meeting is devoted to dialogue on victims/survivors/supporters issues/concerns/expectations. Members of SNAP, LIVOTF Vigil Committee will be asked to participate in the discussion. 

The November Regional Meeting will be on Wednesday, November 12, 2008:

In our efforts to increase our spirituality, the board has made a decision to dedicate three Regional Meetings, November, January and March to this goal. Joe Kern has arranged for Sr. Josephine from the Sisters of St Joseph in Brentwood to speak on ‘Spirituality”. All LIVOTF members will be invited/ encouraged to attend. 

Election Update:

Joan H. reports Nominating Committee is actively interviewing nominees to the board. Current board members whose terms will expire in 2008 - Phil Megna and Joan H - have elected to run in the 2009 election. 

LIVOTF Committee Business: 

There was general consensus that this agenda item be discussed with new board in January 2009.

New Business:

Phil and Joan H. presented the idea of sponsoring a social event to raise money, engage new members, outreach to young Catholics. Discussion ensued re. need to appoint a committee to study viable means of developing and implementing plan. Discussion tabled until next board meeting.

Meeting adjourned in prayer together.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean McQuaid, Secretary September 21, 2008

Dates to Remember:

October 2, 2008   Executive Committee Meeting

October 16, 2008 Regional Meeting

October 23, 2008 Board of Directors Meeting

