Minutes of LI-VOTF Board of Directors Meeting

Septemberr 20, 2007

Thursday, September 20, 2007- 7:30 to 10pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge, New York

Present: Judy Grillo, Ed Hartmann, Ernie Herrington, Joan Hopkins, Joe Kern, Jean McQuaid, Phil Megna, Peggy O’Neill, John Ryan

Excused: Ruth Hill

Guests: Leo Cuomo, Colette and Walter Haller, Prayer Vigil Committee

Meeting opened with prayer, gospel reading and shared reflection led by Ed and Jean.

Agenda:

Prayer Vigil Committee: 

Leo Cuomo requested Board/Membership support in upcoming Prayer Vigil at St Aloysius Parish in Great Neck on Sunday, September 23, 2007. This vigil is planned to focus attention on the fact that a priest who has been suspended from ministry by the Diocese of Rockville Centre, due to credible allegations of sexual abuse, remains in residence at this Parish.  This priest’s name, Msgr Alan Placa, is also included in the weekly bulletin as a priest in residence. 

Leo discussed Prayer Vigil Committee plan to extend vigils to parishes throughout the Diocese, vigils to be held simultaneously with the established and ongoing first Sunday of the month vigil at St Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre.  Discussion ensued. Jean expressed belief that VOTF’s growth is in local parishes, suggests energy be concentrated on non-confrontational contact with parishioners, more information sharing so parishioners of our local parishes get to know who we are and what we are trying to do. Ed  Hartmann discussed need to get the message out to parishioners.  Phil discussed concerns in working within current reality in which we face limited resources in manpower. General consensus is that vigils have been/are an important component of LIVOTF in educating  and  informing membership of issues within the diocese. Discussion to be continued.

National Surveys: 

Phil Megna to request Dan Bartley, LI- VOTF National Representative, to submit diocesan survey requested by National. Phil, with assistance from Board members Ernie Herrington, John Ryan and Joe  Kern, will complete summary of LI-VOTF past year’s activities/initiatives including current status of Parish Voice Affiliates, using information gleaned from recent LIVOTF meetings, for inclusion in report to be shared at the National VOTF Convention in Rhode Island, October 19, 20, 2007.

(In discussion, Phil suggested that Dan Bartley be invited to monthly LIVOTF Board meetings. All in agreement, Phil will extend the invitation.) 

Review of September 11, 2007 Extended Board Meeting:

Twenty two members of LI-VOTF came together to brain-storm and share their vision for LI-VOTF. Plans are in process to replicate this format at the October 11th Regional Meeting, specifically seeking input from general membership. A follow up meeting has been tentatively scheduled for October 25, 2007 at which time a group consensus will be sought in planning strategic goals and objectives of LI-VOTF for the coming year.

Regional Meeting Notification by Postcard:

Ernie discussed present system in place for the electronic printing, addressing and mailing of postcards. Currently, postcards are sent pre-sorted first class batched by zip code with delivery ensured within 3-4days. Ernie will contact service provider and discuss viable options for timely receipt by membership, including option of sending postcards regular first class mail.

National Conference, October 19, 20, 2007:

Schedule of speakers / topics, listing of workshops / breakout sessions, awards, activities, etc available on National web site  www. VOTF.org, 

Amended By-Laws:

Revisions to LIVOTF By-Laws that included changes suggested by Judy Grillo, Nominations Committee Chairwoman,  regarding  nominations, election, appointment dates pertaining to the election process of new board members, was reviewed and approved. By-law changes will also reflect deletion of Province Coordinators as members of the Board of Directors. By-Laws will be amended as of this date, September 20, 2007.

Legislation:

Joe Kern reported impending meeting with legislators regarding Markey Bill to plan strategy for 2008 legislation on the Statute of Limitations (SOL).  Peggy distributed copies of draft of proposed changes by the Legislative Bill Drafting Commission.

Financial:

Ernie Herrington provided financial statement of income and expenses for September 1-20, 2007

New Business:

Press Conference:  
At the LIVOTF Regional Meeting on September 13, 2007, Kathleen Rice, Nassau County District Attorney (DA) agreed to consider a press conference with LIVOTF and SNAP, as requested by Tim Escheusse, President, Long Island Survivor Network of those Abused by Priests (SNAP). Phil asked  John Ryan to be LIVOTF representative. John will follow up as appropriate.

Judy Grillo will prepare statement for LIVOTF website for reporting of sexual abuse, as suggested by Kathleen Rice. Statement will be reviewed by DA prior to posting.

Lay Synod: 
Jean  McQuaid suggested asking general membership for a volunteer from general LIVOTF membership willing to consider forming an ad hoc group to plan a Lay Synod on Long Island.  (See NCR August 31, 2007). Phil suggested starting point would be to call all Catholic activist groups to discuss participation. For example, Future Church, Call to Action, Association for the Rights of Catholics in the Church, etc. No decision made at this time regarding follow up.

Meeting ended with prayer at 10pm.

Respectfully submitted, Jean McQuaid, Secretary, September 21, 2007

Dates to Remember:

Sept 23, 2007- Prayer Vigil at St Aloysius in Great Neck

Sept 25, 2007- Marci Hamilton Presentation at Cardozo School of Law
National Grassroots Movement for “Windows” Legislation

Sponsored by Rep. Marge Markey

Oct.  7, 2007 - Prayer Vigil at St Agnes in Rockville Centre

Oct. 4,  2007 - Executive Committee Meeting

Oct. 11, 2007 - Regional Meeting

Oct. 18, 2007 - Board of Directors Meeting

Oct. 25, 2007 - Follow up Extended Board Meeting 

