Long Island Voice of the Faithful
Minutes-Board of Directors Meeting of October 20, 2005

Time: 7:30 PM to 10:00 PM

Place: Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge New York

Present-Board of Directors:
Dan Bartley                                  Jean McQuaid

Joan Bedosky                               Phil Megna

Kevin Connors                             John Mulvey

Johanna DiGiovanni                    John Ryan

Anne Kerrigan

Excused: Tom Dowling, Joe Kern, Sr. Regina McAuley,

 Joan Psotto

Guests: 

Barbara Ashley                             Ernest Herrington
Lisa Braglia                                  Ruth Hill
Leo Cuomo                                   Bill McCully
Penny Duggan                              George Sheppard
Judy Grillo                                    Ken Silvester

Ed Hartmann                                 Mary Steele
Meeting opened with prayer led by Johanna DiGiovanni.
Minutes of September 15, 2005 were approved for posting on web site.

Agenda:
· Discussed ongoing plans re. arrangements for hall/speakers/agenda for monthly Regional Meetings. At present, Pat Zirkel and Pat Paone assume responsibility for speaker and hall. Once topic has been determined, responsibility for agenda and details of planning are then referred to specific committee for implementation.

· A suggestion made at the Executive Meeting, to have Mass at the December Regional Meeting, December 8, 2005, followed by a social, was referred to the Prayer Committee.Members discussed need for quality time together, Board and Members, to pray, socialize and cultivate and enhance meaningful working relationships.
· Discussed scheduled social events, social following scheduled work/ agenda driven Board and Regional sessions. Prayer Committee to discuss Celebration of Mass followed by a social in planning December Regional Meeting.
Province Coordinators Election:
A motion was made to appoint five people to the six newly created directorships for a one year term, pending amendments to the bylaws, to meet the following objectives:

· To ensure that the opinions and desires of the grass roots, Parish Voice members, are heard and 

· To formalize a structure of representation by two Province Coordinators from each of the three provinces. This process insures that all of Long Island has equal representation on the Board.

Discussion followed re. specifics of the election process. It was decided that the election will take place at the same time as the annual Board election in October. Ballot will include those running for the “at large” Board seats and the “Province Coordinator” Board seats. Provinces will be sorted by Parish, i.e., Eastern, Western and Central Provinces. Members will vote for the Province Coordinator representing their specific Province. The specifics re. implementation will be formalized into a by-law recommendation. The motion was approved unanimously.  The New Board members will be installed with the “at large” new Board members in November.
New Board:
Discussion re. resignation of Pat Zirkel and Tom Myles and Jean McQuaid’s move from at large Board seat to Province Coordinator seat resulting in three Board vacancies.( Tom will remain with VOTF as Compliance Chairman). A motion was made to fill these vacancies based on the outcome of the large election as follows:
· Jean McQuaid fills the open East End Province Coordinator seat with three year term remaining;

· John Ryan fills Tom Myles seat with two years remaining
· John Mulvey fills Pat Zirkel’s seat with one year remaining
· Johanna DiGiovanni fills Jean McQuaid’s seat with one year remaining. The motion was approved unanimously.

November Board meeting will be closed. Limited business will be conducted to allow introduction/orientation of new members.

Discussed delaying election of officers until January meeting.  

Vigil Committee: 

· Leo discussed need for Board representation at vigils. Discussed plans in place for future vigils which will include flyer re “Financial Stewardship” of the Diocese of Rockville Centre. Volunteers will be on site to distribute Petitions for signatures. The next two vigils will be on November 6, and December 4, 2005.

· Kevin notes that the Diocese has responded to the Dick Grafer report in statements to each Pastor. Discussed continued efforts re petition. 

Becoming a Beacon of Light:

In scripture Paul presents us with a beautiful image of the early Christian communities-“You will know they are Christians …” Let those around us say,” You’ll know they are Voice of the Faithful members by the way they…”
· Discussed need for specific committees that will focus on social and community building events, Parish and diocesan based educational workshops, gift discernment workshops to cultivate the gifts and talents of our membership. Discussion to be continued.
Fund Raising: 

· Discussed special Christmas collection to finance specific Newspaper advertisement; Honorary Banquet; collection basket at Regional meetings. Discussion to be continued.
Revision of VOTF-LI Statement of Strategy:

· Kevin to contact committee who developed original Strategy Statement, to review revisions presented by Tom Dowling, and advise Board as appropriate. Discussion to be continued.

VOTF 2006 Conference:

· Phil queried Board re Prayer Service in lieu of celebration of Mass secondary to time constraints. Approved by Board.
Meeting ended with prayer at 10PM. 
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