Long Island Voice of the Faithful Board of Directors Meeting

Date:    February 16, 2006

Time:   7:30 to 10PM

Place:   Hauppauge Village Hall

Present:  Dan Bartley                             Joan Hopkins

               Joan Bedosky                          Anne Kerrigan

               Kevin Connors                        Sr. Regina McAuley

               Johanna DiGiovanni               Jean McQuaid

               Penny Duggan                         Phil Megna                   

               Judy Grillo                              John Mulvey

               Ed Hartmann                           Peggy O’Neil

               Ruth Hill                                  Mary Steele

Excused: John Ryan

                Ken Selvester

Guest:     Catherine McKeen  

Meeting opened with prayer led by Johanna.

Agenda:

Board Protocol: Peggy discussed issues of confidentiality AND email usage.
Dan shared letter from Bishop Gumbleton, thanking VOTF for the many letters of support. 

PFI Discussion re recent changes in DORC with regard to the PFI Program, specifically the elimination of 28 staff positions. Dan reports on the high level of accreditation of this program by both New York State and by USCCB. It is a model for personal, spiritual and theological growth that produced highly qualified educators.

The bishop’s reasons for eliminating this program, as cited in the Long Island Catholic, namely, that the program put too much emphasis on personal spiritual development; PFI had drifted away from ‘orthodoxy’; new programs will be catechism based; new education model will be from a centralized to a parish based program and the new model would encourage more people to attend Mass.

Province Coordinators Update:

Penny updated all with regard to petition. Several churches have been identified; coordinators have scheduled PV visits/presentations to enlist support. Coordinators involved in labor intensive action initiative. Upon completion, to discuss ongoing plans re developing leadership on the PV level.

Papal Nuncio: Anne suggested we contact the new Papal Nuncio and request a face to face meeting to discuss dissatisfaction with what is happening in the DORC. There was much support for this suggestion.

Faith Convention III:   Phil provided update on Conference-  to be held on Saturday, April 22, 2006 from 8:30 AM to 4PM at the Huntington Hilton in Melville. Tickets are available.

Meeting ended in prayer led by Johanna.

Submitted by Jean McQuaid, Secretary, February 17, 2006  LI-VOTFBOD Min Feb.16, 2006 
