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The meeting was opened with a prayer led by Johanna Di Giovanni.

The minutes of the February 2, 2206 BOD meeting were approved.

Peggy O’Neill requested comments re. the Regional meeting of 3/9/06, at which some of the VOTO priests talked about their letters to Bishop Murphy and to VOTF-LI requesting mediation between the Bishop and VOTF-LI. 

Comments:


-“wish we had more time for discussion.”


-“many Catholics are content within their own parishes and have little time for happenings in the Diocese.”


-“meeting well attended and the exchange was good.”


-“commendable effort on the part of the VOTO priests.

-“more dialogue needed.”

Dan Bartley said that the media is very interested in this story, the New York Times as well as Newsday. The media is eagerly awaiting VOTF-LI’s response to the VOTO letter. John Rather of the New York Times will have a story on this issue of mediation in the 3/19 edition of the paper.

Dan Bartley also gave the BOD an update re the National Representative Council and its position on the Cardinal George situation. National VOTF called for Cardinals George and Skylstad to step away from positions on the USCCB. The NRC wants to call for George’s resignation from the archdiocese but the local VOTF affiliate in Chicago does not. The issue is whether or not National should override the local affiliate. Cardinal George wrote to all the Chicago parishes saying that the media has embarrassed all Catholics. He apparently takes little personal responsibility for his own actions in not adhering to the Dallas Charter during as recent incident involving a priest accused of the sexual abuse of a minor. At present, National VOTF is not calling for Cardinal George’s resignation from the Chicago archdiocese.
A motion was made that VOTF-LI call for the resignation of Cardinal George as leader of the Chicago Archdiocese and also from his position as Vice-President of the United States Council of Catholic Bishops.

Discussion ensued.

The motion was unanimously passed. John Mulvey will compose a letter re same and send it to the Executive Committee. 

Joan Hopkins informed the BOD that many of the comments from the attendees at the Regional meeting re the VOTO letter expressed an agreement with the need for more dialogue with the Bishop. One person commented that the VOTF-LI Liaison Team had always been open to continued dialogue. At the last meeting between the Liaison teams, VOTF-LI asked for a date for the next meeting and the Bishop’s team said they would not give the VOTF-LI team a date at that time but would get back to them. From that day, January 19, 2005, to this date of March 19, 2006, VOTF-LI has not heard from them.
Discussion ensued re VOTF-LI’s response to the VOTO letter. 
Some comments were as follows:


-“we must dare to trust the Spirit.”


-“we must believe in possibilities.”


-we must dare to move forward.”


-“healing begins when differences are discussed.”


-“God’s Spirit is present.”

A motion was made to accept VOTO’s offer of mediation. This motion was unanimously passed. Catherine McKeen will compose a letter and submit it to the BOD for approval.

Discussion ensued re the National Direct Action Workshop. A motion was made to send two representatives from VOTF-LI to the Direct Action Workshop on March 24-27th. The motion was unanimously passed.  Ken Selvester has agreed to attend. Tom Myles has also offered to attend and he will be contacted and asked if he is still agreeable and able to attend.

Discussion ensued re sending a letter written by Tom Myles to the clergy of the Diocese, asking them to address some serious issues re Bishop Murphy. A motion was made to send the letter to the priests of the diocese. The motion was not seconded and therefore the issue of sending the letter is a no longer a matter for discussion. Dan Bartley will contact Tom Myles re this matter.

A reminder from the Vigils Committee that the upcoming Vigils are a collaborative effort and need continued support.
Kevin Connors presented the VOTF-LI annual financial report. A motion was made that the BOD accept the financial report.  The motion was unanimously accepted and the financial report will be put on the website and presented in the Newsletter to the membership.
Discussion ensued re Rev. Bob Hoatson’s requests for permission to solicit VOTF-LI members for donations to his new organization, Rescue and Recovery International, an organization to help victims of sexual abuse. Since VOTF-LI does not endorse or support any specific fund raising activities for any outside organizations, it was felt that VOTF-LI should not grant Rev. Hoatson’s request. A motion was made to not grant Rev. Hoatson access to VOTF-LI members for solicitation purposes. This motion unanimously passed. Kevin Connors will confer with Rev. Hoatson re same and will also communicate with him in writing.     

Discussion ensued re the Petition drive. The Vigils Committee and the PV Coordinators will discuss how to present this info to the media and will then confer with Dan Bartley and Peggy O’Neill.
An example of how VOTF-LI envisions a representative financial council is as follows:

If we want an 18 member council-there are three Vicariates which would mean 6 representatives per Vicariate. There are about 30+ parishes in each Vicariate. Each parish would elect/select a person to participate in this election. Six members would be elected per Vicariate for a specific term. Support was encouraged for participation in the Petition drive.

Johanna DiGiovanni informed us that the Lenten Evening of Prayer on March 30th would be postponed due to conflicting activities in parishes during Lent. An Evening of Prayer will be rescheduled.

The meeting closed with a prayer at 10:30 PM    

Respectfully submitted by Anne Kerrigan

