Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting

 Thursday, January 18, 2007-7:30 to 10:15pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge, New York

(Minutes of BOD Mtg of Jan 18,  2007)

Present:  Ed Hartmann, Ernie Herrington, Ruth Hill, Joan Hopkins, Joe Kern, Tom Lloyd, Jean McQuaid, Phil Megna, Peggy O’Neill, John Ryan, Ken Selvester
Guests: Lisa Braglia, Leo Cuomo

Excused: Judy Grillo

Meeting opened with prayer/scripture reading led by Tom Lloyd, scripture readings by members with summation and closing prayer by Tom.

Agenda:

Proposal for pro-active support of survivors: 

Lisa discussed forming a committee of ‘trial watchers’ composed of LIVOTF members to be present daily during trial proceedings in Minneola in the civil suit brought by sexual abuse victims of former youth minister from St Rafael’s Parish. 

Lisa reported that Kathy Shaw, web site producer of ‘Poynter Online’ (site reporting incidents of clergy sexual abuse all over the world) expressed interest in speaking before LIVOTF membership. Lisa also reported contact by several survivors of clergy sexual abuse, asking for an opportunity to ‘tell their story”.

Consensus is that if we support those who want/need to talk about their victimization, we are ‘getting the information out’ and good people will respond accordingly.

Peggy suggested the May Regional Meeting be reserved for Kathy Shaw and survivors to come together and share their stories.

Phil asked Lisa to take the lead on this initiative and inform the Board as appropriate re advertisement, flyers, fee/stipend to offset cost of speaker travel expenses.

Follow up re Fr Saloy:
Ruth informed Board that Fr Saloy is in a re-hab facility in Maryland. She said Parishioners are in varying stages of recovery that has been possible only through the magnificent understanding and assistance of Fr Vincent Rush who is ministering to Parishioners in an open and forthright manner.

SNAP:

Leo reported on status of SNAP. Leo is requesting LIVOTF work with SNAP to fund therapy for victims of sexual abuse. He reports that many victim/survivors require more than the 14 months of therapy that the DRVC will fund. There was general consensus that this is an initiative that merits LIVOTF efforts and discussion ensued re resources in terms of both money and manpower to support this endeavor. 

Suggestions included:   

· reaching out to Parish Voices/ general membership for support as many professional qualified people rank among membership;

·  contact organizations of Social Workers/Psychologists/Psychiatrists for suggestions;

·  plan an independent fundraising event.

· Board in support of ideas expressed. Leo will work with Lisa in developing a Committee with LIVOTF and SNAP membership who will develop a plan with the mechanics of implementation and report back to the Board. 

· Lisa suggested that this joint SNAP-VOTF initiative be dedicated in the name of Marie Cuomo. Board approved unanimously.

National Working Group Proposal re Goal II-Priest Support:

Peggy distributed copies of proposal sent email to Board Members re preliminary proposal from the National Working Group for Goal Two. It proposes a national initiative which they believe has immense potential for reform in the church and re-energizing and re-directing our membership. Members were asked to read and share their comments at next meeting. Input from general membership will be obtained before decision to accept as National initiative. 

Finance Committee:

Ernie distributed copies of 

a)     Budget for calendar year 2007

b)    Profit and Loss Statement-January through December 2006

c)     Balance Sheet as of December 31, 2006

Budget was approved as submitted.

Memorial Donation Program:

Ernie informed members of Finance Committee approval of new program, which was proposed by members of the Hauppauge Upper Room Parish Voice in memory of one of their core members who died in October, 2006. Finance Committee is in process of developing guidelines for implementation. 

 Program is as follows: 

· Following death, family/friends may suggest donation be made to LIVOTF in lieu of flowers, etc.
·  Payment may be made by check directly to LIVOTF Inc, PO Box 1007 Nesconset, NY 11767 and/or on-line by credit card.
(Ken reported Kilawka, LIVOTF service provider, finalizing system for processing on-line credit card donations)

Update of discussions with VOTO:

As Co-Chair and VOTF recognized spokesman, Phil has agreed to meet unconditionally with the bishop and/or his designated representatives. 

VOTF is thankful to Fr Twomey for his courageous support of LIVOTF. More information in next edition of LIVOTF Newsletter (being finalized)

Legislation:

Joe informed board that Assemblywoman Marge Markey is reintroducing Statute of Limitations bill and asks board and membership for active support of this legislation in contacting local Assembly and Senate representatives. Assemblywoman Markey will speak at February 8th. Regional Meeting in Manhasset. 

Joe reports that LIVOTF has gained recognition and respect in Albany. He is in process of arranging a Lobby Day in Albany specifically for LIVOTF and encourages member participation. (Date to be announced)

Phil noted end of ‘Member Item’ money (money held by party in control to essentially ‘buy votes’). With the passage of legislation to end this system of awarding money without having to account for how this money is spent, we should expect to see legislators more responsible to the people they represent. 

Annual Conference April 14, 2007:

Speakers are Richard Sipe, David Gibson and Sister Camille d’Arienzo.
Phil reports that Pat Paone is finalizing agenda, Catherine McKeen assisting with publicity/advertising, Kevin Connors will assume responsibility for tickets, Ed will work with the Prayer Team to prepare a Prayer Service at the conclusion of the Conference.  

Jean in process of contracting for sale of DVDs and VHS tapes at conclusion of conference.

Tickets are priced at $50, which includes box lunch. Phil reiterated that the “Angel Program” will again assure that no one will be denied opportunity to attend based on cost of admission. Particulars re Conference and the “Angel Program” will be available at February 8 Regional Meeting.

Lisa informed Board of particulars related to the Vigil, Sunday January 21, 2007, outside of St Agnes in Rockville Centre. Sunday marks the initial celebration of the 50th.Anniversary of the Diocese of Rockville Centre. LIVOTF will wear red as a sign of unity and maintain a prayerful and respectful presence in witness of the clergy sexual abuse that permeated the diocese during these 50 years. 

The next Board of Directors Meeting will be at 7:30 pm on Feb.15, 2007

Respectfully submitted by Jean McQuaid, Recording Secretary, January 26, 2007

