Minutes of LIVOTF Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, August 16, 2007-7:30 -10pm

Hauppauge Village Hall, Hauppauge, New York

Present: Judy Grillo, Ed Hartmann, Ernie Herrington, Joe Kern, Jean McQuaid, Phil Megna, Peggy O’Neill, John Ryan

Excused: Ruth Hill, Joan Hopkins

Guests: Barbara Ashley, Lisa Braglia, Penny Duggan, Colette Haller, Walter Haller, Dominic Natoli, Marie Natoli

Meeting opened with prayer and reflection led by Ed and Jean.

Agenda deferred to allow guests representing the Vigil Committee to address the Board.
Vigil Committee Address:
-Marie Natoli reported that the Vigil Committee met to discuss status to date, with intent to inform the board of current activities, and request board input re suggested activities going forward. Vigil Committee plans to extend vigiling to local parishes on the first Sunday of the month simultaneously with the ongoing vigil at St Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre. Duplicate written educational/informational material will be distributed at each location. Vigil Committee is in process of developing protocols and guidelines for internal use before finalizing start up date.

-Colette Haller expressed concern that LI-VOTF leadership is shifting its focus from victims, the first of our three stated goals, with major emphasize on educational issues at Regional Meetings. She confirms the importance of the educational component, essential in developing opportunities to effect structural change, yet cautions that we not forget victims.

-Phil Megna discussed VOTF’s three goals as being of equal importance. He emphasized the fact that the sexual abuse of our youth could not have occurred if there was a system of accountability in our church. We must have structural change to ensure that these atrocities can never be repeated; to ensure laity is sitting at the table when decisions within our institutional church are being made. 

-Joe Kern elicited specifics related to suggestions for ongoing Regional meetings as follows:

Presence of victim/survivor speaker 

Victim / survivor issue addressed
Ongoing educational component/informational speaker  

-Barbara Ashley discussed need to consider open mike for audience participation, as had been done in past.

- Lisa Braglia discussed need for members to have opportunities to meet and speak with committee leaders. 

-Phil invited Colette to speak at a Regional Meeting on behalf of victims and to enlist support for Vigil Committee activities. 

-Dominic Natoli expressed concern that there is no victim presence listed at the National Conference in Rhode Island in October, 2007.
-Phil and Peggy suggested Vigil Committee reps contact National Conference Committee directly and discuss concern.

- Penny Duggan urged support of SNAP Conference as a way to let victims know we are listening. 

-All in agreement that issues addressed are of importance to all present and  Board in agreement to incorporate suggestions re Regional Meetings, on a rotating basis.  -Peggy thanked Vigil Committee for coming to voice their opinions; she acknowledged their hard work and dedication in monthly vigils at the Cathedral for four years. 

-Ed Hartmann expressed appreciation for bringing the message to parishes as we believe change will happen at the parish level. This initiative will energize membership/parishes who believe that this scandal will not be over until those who allowed it to happen take responsibility, admit it was wrong, and begin to work together with laity to ensure it never happens again. 

Agenda:

Regional Meeting:  
-Kathleen Rice, Nassau County District Attorney, is the featured speaker, Thursday, September 13, 2007. There will be an open mike Q&A following the presentation.

Communication Chairperson: 

-Judy Grillo to assume responsibility as Communication Chair in absence of Ken Selvester who has resigned due to increasing job responsibilities. 

-Judy will follow up with Ken Selvester and Joan Bedosky, internal LI-VOTF systems support persons, and Bruce Thompson, systems support contact at Kilakwa, LI-VOTF service provider, to learn mechanics of operation. 

-Joan Hopkins will assume responsibility as Moderator, i.e., person who approves email prepared by Membership Chair Joan Bedosky, prior to releasing to membership.

Extended  Board Meeting: 
-A meeting with past and present members of the  Board of Directors, Committee Leaders and Parish Voice Affiliate Leaders, to discuss and develop strategies for “Living With our Current Reality”, will be held on Tuesday September 11, 2007 from 7:30 to 10:00 PM at the Hauppauge Village Hall on Route 454 in Hauppauge. 
-The facilitator will be Eileen McKeown. 

-We have been aware from the beginning that the time would come when the sexual abuse of our youth and the cover-up by our bishops would no longer dominate the headlines. The initial angry response to a specific outrageous event or revelation eventually evolves into bewilderment, resignation and apathy in many who see their anguished protests ignored by those in authority. Those of us who refuse to return to the status quo of pray, pay and obey must agree on a path which makes the most efficient use of our limited resources in light of our current reality.

-A written invitation will be sent from Peggy and Phil via email and by telephone.

Follow up with Bishop Murphy:
-There has been no response from Bishop Murphy to either of the two letters written  by Peggy and Phil in response to the June 3, 2007 edition  of  Newsday in which Bishop Murphy voices regret “for  not having listened to LI-VOTF back in 2003”.
- There has also been no response from the Bishop to the letter from the Finance Committee informing him of the findings of the four independent auditors. 

-Copies of these letters will go to membership via email, prior to notification of the media. It is expected that since the media quoted comments made by the Bishop, they would want to report the Bishop’s apparent lack of good faith in addressing the media. 

National Initiatives:

-Jean in contact with Susan Vogt re letter writing campaign addressing the election of president elect Cardinal George to the USCCB.
-Susan stated the initiative is nearing completion and will be followed up with all affiliates as appropriate. 

Finance Committee: 
-Ernie Herrington distributed copies of LI-VOTF Profit and Loss Statement  January 1 through August 16, 2007 and Balance Sheet  as of August 6, 2007.

New Business:

LIVOTF Accountability Sunday:  
-Date and specifics of implementation are in the planning/development stage. To be continued.

-Suggestion for September 20, 2007 Board Meeting:
-Joe suggests agenda for this meeting be reserved exclusively for developing ideas/ suggestions/ information gleaned from September 11, 2007 extended board meeting.

Meeting ended in prayer at 10pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jean McQuaid, Secretary August 17, 2007

Dates to remember:  

September  2, 2007 Vigil at St Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre

September  6, 2007 Executive Meeting

September 11, 2007 Extended Board Meeting

September 13, 2007 Regional Meeting

September 20, 2007 Board of Directors Meeting

