Long Island Voice of the Faithful Vigil Committee

Honoring the Holy Innocents

In their latest newsletter (Dec. 28, 2010), the National Survivor Advocates Coalition (NSAC) called on their
membership and on all those who henor the courage of today’s Holy Innocents - those abused by clergy, religious and
church employees - to take action regarding two recent statements made by the Pope and by the Archbishop of
Washington, D.C.

We ask you to join in this effort, as described in excerpts from the NSAC newsletter below:
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DECEMBER 28 - FEAST of the HOLY INNOCENTS
NSAC Calls on You to Honor the Courage of Today's Innocents: ACT.

Today is the Feast of the Holy Innocents which has been celebrated in the Roman Catholic Church since 4854AD. For 15
centuries we have paused within the Christmas season to reverence the children upon whom evil unto death was inflicted.
From the Gospel of Matthew we know both the perpetrator, King Herod the Great of Judea, and the victims, male Jewish
children with two years of the estimated date of Jesus’ birth. To honor the victims, we put thew in a place of honor within the
Church's keeping of the rhythm of the year. Simply pui, they are on the liturgical calendar to get our attention.

We didn't know these innocents, we never saw the gut churning terror of their parents held at bay while their children were
sliced by soldiers' swords, we never looked upon their bloodied cribs or saw the spray of their blood drip from their snaiched
toys. But still we know in our very beings the burning injustice of their fate and the righteous within the purposeful aitention
that is called to them in the season that we celebrate the anniversary of the Christ Child's birth.

For 15 centuries we have carried them within the heart of the Church. Now it is time for those who remain in the pews in the
Roman Catholic Church to stand for the innocents who were and are raped, sodomized and brutalized in soul and spirit by
priests and nuns and who are re-victimized by the cover-up by bishops, religious superiors, pope and members of the Roman
Curia.

We know the innocents of sexual abuse by priests and mms. We know them by their courage. We know them in the pools of
emptiness that are the eyes of the parents and spouses and siblings of those who were murdered and those who committed
suicide.

1t is because of their courage that we ask you to take action regarding two recent statements, one by Pope Benedict and the
other by Cardinal Donald Wuerl, Archbishop of Washington. Neither of the statements can be allowed fo stand unchallenged.

Pope Benedict spoke about the scandal most recently on December 20 in an address to the Roman Curia. He said, “We were
all the more dismayed, then, when in this year of all years (Year of the Priest) and to a degree we could not have imagined, we
came o know of abuse of minors committed by priests who twist the sacrament into its antithesis, and under the mantle of the
sacred profoundly wound human persons in their childhood, damaging them for a whole lifetime.



We ask you to act upon what you believe.
Kristine Ward, Chair, NSAC
Feast of the Innocents, 2010

Long Island VOTF Vigil Committee concurs with Ms. Ward and the NSAC - and asks for your help.



