Voice of the Faithful of Long Island

TIPS FOR WRITING AN EFFECTIVE LETTER TO THE LEGISLATURE

VOTF-LI has previously endorsed Senate and Assembly bills which add clergy to the list of mandatory reporters of child abuse, broaden the definition of that abuse, and liberalize the statute of limitations to give victims and prosecutors better access to the courts. While bills have passed individual houses, no bill acceptable to both Senate and Assembly has been written.

We are hopeful that this stalemate will be eliminated during the next session, possibly as an omnibus bill endorsed by both houses. So we urge you to write your assemblyman/woman and senator and ask that legislation meeting these goals be enacted.

Should you wish to do this, we offer the following guide on how to effectively communicate with your lawmakers.

In your letter ...

	DO
	DON'T

	1. Write a personal letter on your stationery
	1.Don’t use form letters/post cards or petitions

	2. Write to the legislators who cover your home community.
	2. Don't be vague.

	3. Do remind them that you vote.
	3. Don't use a postage meter.

	4. Do request a reply.
	4. Don't hesitate to hold the legislator accountable.

	5. Do make it brief - get right to the point.
	5. Don't copy over a sample letter.


Format of Letters to Legislators Note: CALL LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS for YOUR LOCAL SENATOR and ASSEMBLYMAN - Nassau 516 682 5044; Suffolk 631 862 6860 or visit the following websites:

http://assembly.state.ny.us/       http://www.senate.state.ny.us/
WRITE TWO LETTERS: One to Senate and One to Assembly.

· SENATOR LETTER
Urge your Senator to push for legislation that will protect our children from sexual abuse by making clergy mandatory reporters, expanding the definition of abuse and liberalizing the statute of limitations. Remind your senator that protection of children is at stake.

· ASSEMBLY LETTER
Urge your Assemblyman to do the same

· Ask for reply/give your address. --- REPLY shows you are watching.

· Remind them you vote in their district --- SO...YOU...COUNT!    10-05
