oice of the Faithful
of L{mg Island

Hiding in Plain Sight

On February 3, 2010, Newsday published a report about Father Kenneth C. Hasselbach (pictured |
above), formerly of the Diocese of Rockville Centre, who pleaded guilty to possession of child
pornography. According to Newsday, Fr. Hasselbach was relieved of his pastoral duties and

given early retirement in 1984 because of "medical issues,” diocesan spokesman Sean Dolan has
said. In 1993, however, Robert Sammarco, a former altar boy at St. Raphael parish in East

Meadow, went public with allegations that Fr. Hasselbach had sexually molested him starting in

the late 1960s.

in a Newsday interview in 2002, Fr. Hasselbach admitted the abuse, but called the victim's
description of the abuse "a bit exaggerated.” In 2003, the diocese removed his priestly faculties.

Did they stop his pension payments? You may want to call the diocese to ask (5716/678-5800).

Tim Echausse, SNAP (Survivors’ Network of those Abused by Priests) Long Island representative,
told Newsday that the diocese shouild have done more than allow Fr. Hasselbach to retire and
move to another state. "This was a sexual predator and the diocese did nothing to warn local
communities of his presence,” Echausse said.

e Are there other abusers who were allowed or encouraged to simply retire in the wake of

allegations?
o Are there others receiving pension payments from the diocese?
Are there others who have moved to other communities, unknown to those around them?

e Are there others hiding in plain sight?

Newsday first reported on Fr. Hasselbach in 1994, when he was first found with pornography by
another priest in his parish. That article appears on the reverse side of this flyer (italics are ours).
The article also provides a historical snapshot of how the diocese and Msgr. Alan Placa
responded to allegations of clergy abuse.

How far have we come since 19947 You decide.
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earlier. Under a policy put [nto place about seven years ago, once an al egation is lodged, the diocese
removes a priest from his parish and orders him to undergo a psychiatric evaluation by a physician not
affiliated with the diocese. Based on the results, a priest may then be crdered into long-term psychiatric care.
Priests who admit to sexual misconduct also may be returned to parish work if psychiatrists feel there is no
long-term problem.

Because of the videotape, Hasselbach was already under psychiatric care, Placa said. The diocese notified
Hasselbach's doctors of Sammarcao's allegation, he said. Under its policy, the diocese also offered to pay for
counseling for Sammarco, Placa said. Sammarco, who had only recently started therapy, accepted.

Sammarco never tried to lodge criminal charges, and the five-year statute of limitations has long since expired.
And Sammarco said he is not pursuing civil action because lawyers have advised him that the statute of






