Minutes of LIVOTF Regional Meeting
Tuesday, July 29, 2008-7:30 to 9:30 pm

Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Shelter Rock Road, Manhasset

Welcome and Opening Remarks: Co-Chairs, Joan Hopkins and Phil Megna

Opening Prayer and Reflection:  John D. Ryan.

Principal Speaker, H. Richard Grafer: Introduced Kevin Connors, National VOTF Treasurer.

A: Presentation by Dick Grafer: “How Much is Enough?”
Dick Grafer presented an outline of facts to be discussed and a summary of findings of his analysis of the latest Diocese of Rockville Centre (DRVC) audited financial statements, fiscal year ending August 31, 2006. Based on this analysis, free cash reserves now equal $267.7 million, an $11.5 million increase from the previous year restated amount of $256.2 million. Free cash reserves have now increased by at least $5.2 million in every year he has done this analysis (five years) or a total of $35.4 million. 

History and Background: 

Study began 4 years ago when DRVC published ‘complete’ financials. (Seven different financial statements over a three month period published in the Long Island Catholic).

Cash reserves of a very large amount were apparent. 

Debate with the DRVC has continued privately and publicly since then with a string of weak and misleading explanations given by the DRVC.

A Volunteer Accountants and Consultants Group (VAC) concluded that Mr. Grafer’s findings are “supportable” and his conclusions “reasonable”.

Results of Study: (See the whole study at www.votf-li.org or request from richardgrafer@aol.com)

Total cash equivalents                                        $698,985,000

Less: Deposits/ custodial liabilities                    (380,092,000)

          Restricted cash                                            (24,946,000)

          Net liabilities                                               (26,226,000)

Free Cash Reserves (FCR)                             $267,721,000   - an $11 million increase                                                                         

                                                                          from prior year.

The DRVC FCR equal 4.9 years of unreimbursed operating expenses, which exceeds the one year industry standard by 3.9 years or $212.7M

The DRVC unrestricted Net Assets equal 5.4 years of unrestricted operating expenses, which exceeds the BBB standard of 3 years by 2.4 years or $131.5M.

B: Questions/comments from the Audience:

1-Questioned why/how Mr. Grafer became involved in doing these analyses. He responded that when the diocese initially published the financial figures in 2004   the surplus fund seemed too large.  In subsequent analyses, he found that this fund was growing. It looked to him like a charity hoarding assets rather than fulfilling its mission. Mr. Grafer is a faithful practicing Catholic who believes in a Church of discipleship and ethical practices/behavior. Mr. Grafer contacted and met once with the Bishop. His repeat attempts to speak with the Bishop were futile. A friend advised him to speak with someone from VOTF, a group involved with renewal of the Church. Mr. Grafer has been a member of VOTF since.

2-Suggested Mr. Grafer submit recommendations to the bishop informing him of the specific guidelines for money management in running a diocese. Mr. Grafer referenced the National Roundtable, a group which has developed guidelines and policies re financial management to assist pastors/bishops in their parish/diocese.

3-Questioned whether the United States Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has policies in place for prudent money management. Mr.Grafer stated that he has reason to believe a similar problem exists with the USCCB.

4-Questioned why Catholics continue to respond to pleas from their pastors for money, why many continue to contribute to the Ministry Appeal (Bishop’s Appeal)

Others in audience speculated that most Catholics do not know the facts as presented above and many priests essentially do whatever the bishop tells them to do.

5-Suggested those in the audience inform/educate their friends/relatives/other parishioners/priests/pastors. 

6-Reported the Bishop recently closed a program in Uniondale that serviced 300 needy clients.

7-Reported no longer supports parish and has opted instead to donate to VOTF and known charities.

8- Discussed ‘restricted use’ donation to parish in which money given is restricted for use within the parish. 

9- Suggested donations are given to Religious Communities rather than individual parishes.

10-Suggested Catholics withhold all contributions to their parish, donating instead to the charity of their choice.

C: LIVOTF Faith Convention V - September 13, 2008: 

To be held at the Huntington Hilton Hotel in Melville New York- Saturday, 8:30 am to 4:00 pm 

“A Forum on the Emergence of the Laity in the 21st.Century”
Featured Speakers: 

Paul Lakeland, Professor and Chair of the department of Religious Studies at Fairfield University 

Leonard Swidler, Temple University Professor, Catholic thought and Inter-religious Dialogue

Panel Moderator:

Paul Tonna. Mr. Tonna is the former presiding officer of the Suffolk County Legislature

There will be a panel of representatives from the following organizations, VOTF, SNAP, Future Church, Call to Action, Common Ground, and Pax Christi. Several attempts were made to include representatives from both The Catholic League and Catholics United for the Faith (CUF), however, neither returned calls from VOTF representatives.
Fr. Joseph Lynch, S.M.: 

Presiding at Closing Mass.
D: Treasurer’s Report: Ernie Herrington provided a report of LIVOTF financial status.

E: Nominating Committee: Nancy Massaro informed membership that the Nominating  Committee, Judy Grillo, Ruth Hill and Nancy will be actively soliciting and accepting names for potential candidates to run for the Board of Directors in the November 2008 election. All those who would like to consider the opportunity to serve, and/or would like to suggest a candidate for nomination are asked to submit name (s) to any one of the Nominating Committee members.

F: New York Coalition to Protect Children: Coalition member, Bill Bennison discussed up-coming legislation re Statute of Limitations (SOL) in sexual abuse of children. He stated that a bill to extend the SOL has passed overwhelmingly in the Assembly. Efforts are being made to educate/inform Senators within each Senatorial District re this legislation, S4614A.  Bill asked those interested in working with this group to contact him directly (drbennison@optonline.net or tel: 631-928-9112) for general information visit the Coalition web-site www.protectchildrenny.org .

Bill discussed book written by Professor Marci Hamilton, who holds the Paul R. Verkil Chair in Public Law Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law Yeshiva University,   Justice Denied: What America Must Do To Protect Its Children.  (Cambridge 2008) 

Ms Hamilton is a long time advocate for sexual abuse survivors. 

G: Vigil Committee: Dominic Natoli and Ernie Herrington urged those in audience to come to the up-coming Vigil at St Agnes Cathedral in Rockville Centre on Sunday, August 3, 2008 at 10 am to discuss their concerns with the Bishop directly. Dominic also informed audience that “Doubt” will be playing at the Broad Hollow Theatre in the Elmont Public Library during the month of September. Call Broad Hollow for further information 516-775-4420.

Closing Prayer: With joined hands, all present prayed the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted by Jean McQuaid, Secretary August 1, 2008

