HIGHLIGHTS OF LI-VOTF REGIONAL MEETING 

MAY 10, 2007 

The meeting opened with a Scripture reading and a meditation.   

Co-Chair Peggy O’Neill:  

· announced that the main focus of the meeting was to hear a presentation given by Anne Barrett Doyle, a member of the Board of Directors of BishopAccountability.org and three guest panelists who were present to discuss their involvement with the House of Affirmation (HoA) in Massachusetts. They also discussed its connection with Long Island. 

· described final plans for Lobby Day on Tuesday, May 15, and the bus trip to Albany.

Ernie Herrington, LI-VOTF Treasurer: 
· reported income of $31,187.04 and expenses $26,761.21 for the month of April, with a balance of $4,425.83.  (For details see li-votf.org)

Guest Speaker:

Anne Barrett Doyle described the function of BishopAccountability.org, as a non-profit group that oversees a web site containing a collection of available public documents. Its purpose is to help expose those bishops who have abused (or aided in the abuse) of vulnerable children and adults. Ms. Barrett Doyle ran a TV documentary for those present, which portrayed the history of the House of Affirmation (HoA) and one of its founders, Rev. Thomas A. Kane. She then introduced members of the guest panel. 

House of Affirmation Background:

The House of Affirmation was a treatment center for priests with psychological and psychosexual problems, founded by Worcester priest Rev. Thomas A. Kane. The House was in operation from 1973 to 1990, when it was closed after Kane was accused of financial improprieties, among other things. Kane was subsequently accused of sexual abuse, and allegations of sexual abuse at the Whitinsville MA, facility then came to light. There were other House of Affirmation facilities in Hopedale, Boston, and Natick MA; Middletown CT; Montara CA; Webster Groves MO; and Clearwater FL. In addition, the House of Affirmation was personally and legally connected to senior officials of the Rockville Centre NY diocese.









(source: BishopAccountability.org)

Guest Panel Members:

Kathleen Shaw is a journalist who is associated with abusetracker.com and writes for the Worcester (MA) Telegram & Gazette. She authored many articles that exposed the abuses committed at the HoA, which contributed to its downfall.   

Richard Tollner claims he was abused by (Fr.) Alan Placa while a student at Pius X Preparatory Seminary in 1975. At that time, he told some in authority about it, and was ignored. Later, as an adult, when he wrote to Fr. Batule and Bishop Murphy about his abuse, he received no follow up or response. Tollner “came to realize that he is not the one with a problem, the church is.” 

“David,” a victim/survivor was abused as a youngster when he accompanied his father to work on the HoA as a contractor. (His father was not aware of the abuse that his son endured at that time). Eventually, David himself became an employee at the HoA. He describes himself, however, as the “lucky one who got away.”  He said that the HoA, while created with good intentions, turned into a “pedophile boot camp,” where inhabitants also abused alcohol and drugs. David said that the HoA was one place, among others, where pedophile priests were put on “ice,” waiting to be reassigned. 

Panelists described the roles that Msgrs. Brendan Riordan and Alan Placa played in connection with the HoA, and the involvement of former Bishop Timothy Harrington, diocese of Worcester. 

(Msgr.) Brendan Riordan, who was ordained in Rockville Centre, served at St. Pius X Prep. Seminary from 1975-82, and was in residence in 1978-84. Riordan, who once served on a RVC panel dealing with sex abuse claims in the diocese, was removed from that panel in 2002.  At one point he left NY State to serve as Director of Education at the HoA in Massachusetts from 1984-86. According to BishopAccountability.org: “A child molestation lawsuit that was settled in 1995 named Riordan and three other priests. [The] Plaintiff alleged abuse in the now-notorious HoA. Riordan has denied having any sexual involvement with the plaintiff.” However, panelist Tollner reminded everyone that Riordan is still prosecutable in Massachusetts because of the fact that the statute of limitations is suspended when persons leave the state. He also reminded LI-VOTF members that “even though confidential agreements have been signed by some victims, they cannot be used to cover up criminal activity.” On July 24, 2002, Kathleen Shaw reported in an article written for the Worcester Telegram & Gazette that former HoA director, “Rev. Kane transferred property in Florida to Msgr. Riordan just before declaring bankruptcy. The second name on the transaction was Monsignor Alan J. Placa of the Rockville Centre diocese.”

(Msgr.) Alan Placa, ordained on May 30, 1970, eventually became the diocese’s vice chancellor and was the chief architect of its sexual abuse policy. Richard Tollner was one of three victims who testified in a deposition for the Suffolk County Grand Jury against Placa. He claims he knows several other victims who allege that Placa sexually abused them while they attended St. Pius X Prep. Seminary. (Placa served on the faculty and was the dean of students from 1974-1978). Currently, Msgr. Placa, who was supposedly removed from active priestly ministry by Bishop Murphy, is currently facing an out-of-state canonical sexual abuse trial, with Tollner as a witness. 

One participant at the meeting wondered why, thus far, Bishop Murphy has not completely removed Msgr. Placa from public ministry. The answer was that Bishop Murphy seems to be “stonewalling.”  Many wonder why. 

Bishop Timothy J. Harrington served in the Diocese of Worcester and was friends with Fr. Kane. He seemed to turn a “blind eye” to Kane’s, and other priests’ extremely questionable activities in connection with the HoA.  When asked why this might be, Panelist Anne Barrett Doyle answered that one possible reason is that he (Bishop Harrington) was probably “intimidated by Fr. Kane because Kane was the bishop’s therapist.”

The now-defunct House of Affirmation currently serves as a center for youth services for the Diocese of Worcester. Rev. Kane lives in Mexico and runs a bilingual Education Center.  Both Msgrs. Brendan Riordan and Alan Placa reside at St. Aloysious Rectory in Great Neck. Bishop Timothy J. Harrigton is deceased. 

VOTF member Tim Walsh made the suggestion that Kathleen Rice, District Attorney of Nassau County, be urged to start a Nassau County Grand Jury investigation into the credible accusations made against priests who have sexually abused children, as was done by Suffolk County District Attorney Thomas Spota. Anne Barrett Doyle agreed that this was an excellent idea and urged VOTF members to write to Kathleen Rice in this regard.   

The panelists encouraged all present to educate themselves and others about the reality and dangers of sexual abuse and to be openly vigilant in protecting their children, grandchildren and all children from this terrible crime.  

The meeting closed with a prayer.

Submitted by 

Carol Bongiorno, NW Nassau PV
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