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Highlights of the LIVOTF Regional Meeting

October 12, 2006

Grace Episcopal Church, Massapequa

After the meeting was opened with a prayer, led by Gene Zirkel, Peggy O’Neill, Co-Chair of LI-VOTF, introduced Phil Megna.  Phil reminded all of the upcoming Faith Conference on April 14, 2007.  The speakers will be: David Gibson, Richard Sipe and Sister Camille D’Arienzo. 
Kevin Connors

The treasurer reported that donations from the LIVOTF Voice of Compassion fund to any charity supported by the diocese have been returned.  However, Msgr. John Cervini, a priest from this diocese serving in the Dominican Republic, was sent $3,000 for a new kitchen, and this was accepted. VOTF has received a thank you for this donation.  

Kevin also advised that an independent group of professionals is being formed to review the analysis of the diocesan $187 million free cash reserves made in a report conducted by Dick Grafer. (He also stated that the diocese does not accept Dick’s conclusions.)  

VOTF National President Mary Pat Fox 


Thanked LIVOTF for its dedication and advised that ours is the most well informed and active of the 50 affiliates across the country. 

· Stated that we must press for the identification of credibly accused priests nationally  

· Emphasized the fact that we must press for financial accountability 

· Said that the most urgent challenge is to get people involved. 

Mary Pat attended a meeting at Catholic University for “Movement in the Church.”  Representatives from many areas in the church were present.  These included members from Opus Dei and the Spanish community.  One speaker, a sociologist, said, “The only answer for the church is the laity.  We have the most educated laity in the history of the church. What we in VOTF are doing is important.”  VOTF says this is our church and we want change.

At this same conference, Sr. Catherine Harrington said that after Vatican II religious communities re-examined their charisms: help the poor, move from teaching to social work. They had to change their roles.  Sex abuse, the shortage of priests and educated laity are motivating forces today. The Laity needs to change its role in the church as the nuns did after Vatican II.  We must be grounded in the Spirit, in education and in community as a church that cares rather than controls. John XXIII called us to cherish Christian life - rather than regulate it - and to a vision grounded in faith, not ideology.  We need to use our faith to transform our church; to build community and work within the church to effect change. 
Mary Pat also mentioned that we must move from anger to love; to proceed gradually to change the church to be what it should be: a SAFE HAVEN that puts children first.  She said the genesis of social change is to create an environment where abuse could not survive.  

Mary Pat mentioned that she viewed the documentary film Deliver Us From Evil.  The film portrays a serial abuser, Father O’Grady, and the cover-up by Cardinal Mahoney (when he was a Bishop in California).  She said that this film is very disturbing, especially in light of the fact that after serving seven years in prison Fr. O’Grady, who now lives in Ireland, is free to come and go as he pleases even though he lives near a school. Mary Pat encouraged all to see the film and bring along a friend who doesn’t quite “get it” yet.
She urged us to stay focused; we are more than just a reform group, she said.  We must support survivors and priests as well as victims and that our 3rd goal will help bring about necessary change so it will be a church that cares rather than controls.  

Mary Pat ended by saying her long term vision is for a Vatican III where men and women focus on truth, peace and communion.  
Dan Bartley, Co-Chair of Long Island VOTF 

· Pointed out that LIVOTF is a bold, focused, very strong organization in this time.  

· Stated that the Regional level is coordinating with other New York State affiliates on legislative matters, with 20 people from the state working on this endeavor.   In addition, representatives from the tri-state area are discussing what we can do together to further movement in this area. 

· Said our regional Newsletter is an intelligent, fresh voice and thanked Catherine Mc Keen, its Editor, for doing an excellent job.
· In his reference to the financial issue he reminded us the term “free cash reserves” did NOT exist two years ago. 

· Mentioned that LIVOTF leadership is in transition – it’s a good time for us.  New leaders can bring fresh ideas and new energy.

· Regarding challenges - We have approximately 600 truly committed members (with a registered membership of more than 2600).


Dan asked: 


- How can we keep our members energized and engaged? 


- How do we raise the level of commitment and reach the people in the pews?  

- Ask ourselves why aren’t more joining us?  

- How do we remain a community centered on prayer?
Dan further asked: 

- How do we motivate our priests beyond their paralyzed fear so they can speak out? 

He thinks priests have issue with financial disclosures. He believes that it is the priests who pressured Bishop Murphy to put the two-page spread in the L.I. Catholic, explaining finances in the diocese. 

Dan thanked Kevin Connors, outgoing board member and treasurer, for his hard work and dedication on behalf of LI-VOTF. 

Judy Grillo, Report on a Local Parish Voice Affiliate 
Judy reviewed the reasons for forming VOTF Parish Voices and Clusters focusing primarily on the Northwest Nassau Parish Voice Affiliate, the first Cluster formed on Long Island.  Judy pointed out that, with 140 registered members, the NW Nassau PV has kept its focus on prayer and the mission and goals of VOTF. Their hope is to foster basic lay involvement in the guidance and governance of the church and work for structural change within our beloved Catholic Church.   

In the NW Nassau PV there is a great emphasis on communication with members, pastors, priests and the Bishop.  This is achieved through the distribution of monthly minutes, e-mail updates with current events locally and nationally, and post-card notices.  Handouts at the meetings contain important resource information. Agendas for the meetings are carefully planned by a Steering Committee. Speakers, while always informative, also often suggest to the group an activity or challenge to work on regarding such things as legislation or victim rights. 

Leaders of this affiliate encourage members to always keep in touch with the National and Regional web sites for the wealth of information and resource materials they provide.    

As a result of everyone’s efforts NW Nassau keeps connected and has had a great representation at regional meetings; national, tri-state and local conferences; trips to Albany, the petition drive, Our Dollars Make a Difference campaign, vigils, LIVOTF masses and special spiritual events. 

Peggy O’Neill, in closing reminded us that God is using us and prayer is essential. She defined “love” as action in our families and parishes.  

The meeting closed with a prayer led by Gene Zirkel.
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