
 

 

 

“Shame-Wow” 

 
 

Perhaps you’ve seen or read about the YouTube commercial for the sacrament of  confession, titled “Soul-

Wow,“ for which the Catholic Church in New York paid a Hollywood advertising agency that has created 

commercials for Nike sneakers and ESPN.   The ad, which purports to spoof cleaning-products commercials 

like those for Sham-Wow, a miracle cleaning cloth, shows an actor dressed as a priest encouraging you to come 

to confession because “ there is only one way to clean yourself from the inside out…we have hundreds of 

priests waiting to take your confession and give you that almost-baptized feeling.” 

 

Apparently the ad was quite effective; according to a Newsday article about the commercial, confessions went 

up drastically in Brooklyn, Queens and Long Island during Holy Week. 

 

In the same spirit, we would like to encourage the diocesan hierarchy to join their flock and clean themselves 

from the inside out by disclosing all they know about abuse by clergy, church employees, and church 

volunteers.  We ask that any and all credible allegations reported to the Diocese of Rockville Centre or to any 

diocese about priests or employees from the Diocese of Rockville Centre be revealed. 

 

For example, in this week’s Long Island Catholic, Bishop Murphy states “Here in this diocese I can assure 

you that no priest who has had a credible accusation made against him remains in pastoral ministry.” 

 

Please read the article on the reverse side of this sheet. 

 

Shame…wow. 

 

 

 

According to the website, the Sham-Wow only lasts ten years…full disclosure by the diocesan hierarchy 

could bring justice and healing that would last a lifetime! 
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Northbridge Man Wants Monsignor Prosecuted 
 
By Kathleen A. Shaw 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette 
May 22, 2002 
 
Worcester — Mark D. Barry, the subject of a confidential settlement to a civil suit involving alleged 
sexual abuse by the Rev. Thomas A. Kane, maintains he has been trying to persuade Worcester District 
Attorney John J. Conte to prosecute a Long Island, N.Y., priest for sexual abuse. 
 
Mr. Barry, of Northbridge, said he took "strong exception" to a statement made last week by Mr. Conte 
that he had no "viable" case against the New York priest, Monsignor Brendan P. Riordan. 
 
I have made four attempts to reach him in the last month or two and have the telephone records to prove 
it," Mr. Barry said. "To put it simply, I want Monsignor Riordan prosecuted." 
 
Mr. Conte said yesterday that investigators for his office will take a statement from Mr. Barry to 
determine if there is anything new that can be added to information taken from him in 1999. The district 
attorney said his records show that Mr. Barry would have been an adult when the sexual abuse by 
Monsignor Riordan allegedly occurred. 
 
He added that the initial report shows that the alleged incident did not happen in Massachusetts and is 
out of his jurisdiction.  Mr. Conte declined additional comment on the situation. 
 
Mr. Barry agreed to a settlement in a civil suit in 1995. The suit was against Rev. Kane, former executive 
director of the House of Affirmation in the Whitinsville section of Northbridge, and alleged that Rev. Kane 
began sexually abusing Mr. Barry when he was 9 years old and living in Uxbridge. The suit also stated 
that Mr. Barry was abused by three other priests, including Monsignor Riordan.  The settlement 
agreement, in which Mr. Barry was awarded about $42,000, prohibited Mr. Barry from publicly discussing 
the case or taking legal action against the three other priests.  Despite the confidentiality agreement, Mr. 
Barry said that "I can say that I have tried to bring criminal actions against Monsignor Riordan." 
 
Monsignor Riordan, who formerly was a director of the House of Affirmation, was a friend of Rev. Kane. 
Before Rev. Kane filed for bankruptcy in the early 1990s, he transferred a piece of property he owned in 
Florida to Monsignor Riordan and Monsignor Alan Placa. 
 
Mr. Barry said he was upset to read statements by Monsignor Placa, who serves in the Catholic Diocese 
of Rockville Centre in New York, in The New York Times in which the priest was quoted as saying that 
Mr. Barry lied under oath about alleged abuse by Monsignor Riordan. 
 
"He is a lawyer, a priest and a man of God. I can't believe that he called me a liar," Mr. Barry said. 
 
Lawyer Daniel J. Shea, who is representing several alleged victims of sexual abuse by members of the 
clergy, said at a press conference last week that the district attorney has not sought to prosecute 
Monsignor Riordan in connection with alleged sexual abuse because the monsignor had left the state. 
Mr. Conte replied by saying he did not have a viable case against the monsignor. 
 
Mr. Barry said he made three calls to the district attorney's office, starting about a month ago, and was 
referred to Mary Sawicki, who heads the office's sexual abuse investigation unit. She took information 
from him and said it would be turned over to Mr. Conte, according to Mr. Barry.  On a fourth call, he tried 
unsuccessfully to speak directly with Mr. Conte. He said he never received a return call.  Mr. Barry said 
he has made other attempts to seek prosecution, including calls to the state attorney general's office and 
the Suffolk Superior Court, where the original suit was filed. Each time he was referred back to Mr. 
Conte's office, he said. 
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